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Harvard Law Professor Lani Guinier
Electrifies Gould Memorial Library Audience

arvard
Law
Professor
Lani
Guinier cal Is a proposal to overhaul the electoral redistricting process
an improvement from the
current system, which is
vulnerable to political
exploitation. Guinier was
addressing students and
faculty at Gould Memorial
Auditorium on March I 5,
2005 as part of Bronx
Community
College's
Campus Speakers Series.
Her comments come
on the heels of redistricting
reform efforts spearheaded
by California Governor
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redrawing district boundaries.
"Well, it is an
improvement over what we
do now, but it is a mild
improvement, and it is one
of those kinds of improvements that can fill the gap
while obscuring the problem. What I mean is sometimes there are reforms that
give people a false sense
that they have solved the
problem. The problems
Arnold Schwarzenegger. will remain, but in some
He wants to pass a ballot sense it is tapering off,..
referendum to give a panel Guiruer said.
The legal scholar furof retired judges the power
to draw legislative and con- ther stated that a reform of
gressional districts, subse- this nature still narrows the
quently taking control of voters' right to determine
this process away from the for whom they should cast
California
State their ballots. "So what is
Legislature. His campaign wrong with this plan? I
has been gaining momen- don't want a group of
tum and has received the retired judges deciding
backing of citizens' groups whom l get to vote for. 1
as well as state legislators. want to decide whom I get
Although Guinier admits to vote for! J want to decide
that this could enhance the in conjunction with my
political system, she was friends, my family, and any
quick to add that this pro- political associations that J
posal is in no way an have. Why should a group
answer lo the problems of retired judges or a group
plaguing the process of of bureaucrats or a compul-

er decide whom I get to
vote for? This is a country
that believes in the freedom
of the individual's rights.
We believe that in going to
the store you should have
maximum choice. We
reward, we encourage,
(and) we motivate people
based on the idea of giving
them choices. And yet in
the political system we
shriek and we say, "Oh, my
God" we can't give people
too many choices. They
may use them. So giving
this power to retired judges
may be better than giving
this power to (House
Majority Leader) Tom
Delay , but not much."
1t can be considered a
politic~ tradition when
legislators of a majority
party to construct district
lines in ways, which guar-

"I
think
people
should be represented by the people they choose."
-Continued on page 2

Facing Evil: An Informative and Moving Day at
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
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' ' congress aulhorized the United
States Holocaust
Memorial
Museum
(USHMM) in 1980 to be 3
permanent living memorial
for all the victims who perished in the Holoc.ausl The
building has been designed
as a living institution dedicated to research and teaching as
well us to contemplation and
commemoration," according
to www.ushmm.org. The
museum consists of four
floors deaJang with a time
period covering 1939 to
1949. A knowledgeable tour

guide explained what we, as
individuals. would be journeying through for the next
few hours in our groups. It is
a self-guided exhibition of
details of the Holocaust.
USHMM has assembled
objects, photographs, documents, and historic film from
Europeans and Americans for
the public. !.highly recommend
explonng
these
-exhibits with care. Visit lhe
web site that provides tactical, auditory, and visual
information for the public
(www.ushmm.org). A pamphlet, available to the public,
provides a good description

to the various exhibits.
The exhibition begins
on the fourth floor and guides
the viewer down to the bottom-level floor where the
exhibition ends. The fourth
floor deals with the years
1933 to 1939. This is the time
when Adolf Hitler became
the chancellor of Germany
and gamed power until 1945.
The Nazis would implement
and initiate vanous policies
that would lead to the
Hol~aust as well as to the
Second World War.
As you descend to lhe
third tloor, you experience
what those policies were
exactly, policies such as concentration camps. mobiltzing
marches, ghettos and things
of that natllre, which involved
a total of II millions
Europeans, 6 million of
whom were Jews.
On the second floor, you
can learn about lhe aftermath
and recovery from the
Second World War and the
Holocaust. At lhe very end,
there is a special section dedicated to testimonials and

spec1fic information about
various survivors and soldiers. It gives the viewer a lot
of heartfelt testimonials during Numerous testamonials
were also given at the
entrance of lhe museum on
identification cards. They are
real biographies of people
during lhis time.
Who Was Involved?

Queens College, led by
Rabbi Moshe Shur. the executive director of Ilillel (an
organization for the preservation of Jewash and campus
life), invited students from all
over the United States to
attend a college trip to the
United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum during
the second weekend in

'There needs to be
a legacy of change
of humanizing people around you in
all walks of life."
-Continued 011 page 4
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"DEDICATED TO INFORMATIVE EXCELLENCE"

antee their party victory at the
polJs. "So they draw the lines
sometimes (where) you're in
the district or sometimes
you're out of their ctistrict.
You don't know. You do know
one thing: you're in the djstrict or out of the district
based on whether they think
you are going to vote for
them or vote against them.
They draw the lines to choose
their voters. So you have the
politicians choosing their voters instead of tbe voters
choosing the politicians,"
Professor Guinier added.
Sbe believes if the U.S.
adopts a system of proportional representation, which
is used in South Africa, this
could foster greater participation from the electorate and
reduce the impact redistricting has on the election
results. "In South Africa if
they used the system we used,
the White Afrikaners would
not be represented at all in the

to vote ''for participation in
rebellion, or other crime."
Accorcting to an August 2004
news report published in The
Washington Post, as of last
year, this law affected more
than 4.7 million Americans
with felony records.
And as the incarceration
rate in this country continues
to climb, federal funding for
higher education is being cut.
"So the money that should be
going to educate people it is
now going to incarcerate
them and in the process of
incarcerating them denying
them their citizenshjp rights
in terms of voting. So there is
a direct link in terms of the
way in which our society has
decided to value incarceration
over education and in that
way it is undermining our
commitment to education as
our capacity to function as a
democracy," Guinier said.
The Harvard law professor also believes that because

National Legislature. We use the United States is less coma majority (system) where if
you have fifty-one percent (of
the votes) you get a hundred
percent of the power.... I
think the minority should be
represented by themselves. I
dunk people should be represented by the people they
choose, not by the people
who are chosen for them by
someone else, who does not
even share their interests."
The Harvard law professor admits that the current
system needs reform as it is
leaving sections of the citizenry at a disadvantage, particularly ex-felons. who, in
many states, are barred from
voting. Convicts she noted
are also used as political
tools, as they are counted as
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mitted to universal public
education, it now has an electorate which is less, informed
Assistant Art Director: Gwendolyn Diaz
and less involved in the political process. "There used to
Any BCC student or staff member can submit articles and photographs to
be a commitment to make it
possible for everyone to get
The Communicator. Please send them to us at Colston Hall 60S,
an
excellent
education
or drop-off your submissions at Colston HaJJ 601.
because we had a commitment to a democracy in which
All submissions are subject to review, and publication is not guaranteed.
we believed that all pe.oplc
should participate in makmg
decisions thm a~ct their ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
lives. Instead, what we now
have is, in fact, a fake democracy. We have a democracy in
which we conduct the rituals
to make it appear that we're
participating:·
The legal scholar further
encouraged students at Bronx
Community
College
to

Insertion Schedule

residents of lhe district where remain committed to their
they are imprisoned. "For
example, three quarters of the
people in the New Yol'k state
prison system are Blacks and
Latinos. Yet most of them are
serving their time in upstate
New York, in rural districts.
where their bodies, their
physical presence is being
used to enhance the political
clout of those ... rural representatives ... " Guinier said.
The
legal
scholar
believes that this move by
lawmakers continues a "history of disenfranchisement"
started by the three-fifths
clause in which slaves were
counted as three-fifths of a
person when deciding the
allocation of seats in
Congress. States are authorized under the
14th
Amendment to deny the right
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education, not just to improve
their chances at getting better
employment, but because the
future of the nation is dependent upon an educated electorate.
Professor Guinier has
worked as a civil-rights attorney for more than ten years.
Guinier has served in the
Civil Rights Division under
the Carter Administration and
was nominated by President
Bill Clinton in 1993 to be the
first black woman to be
United
States Attorney
General. But Clinton later
withdrew her name after conservatives disapproved of her
views on democracy and
voting.

T

he Editorial Board of The Communicator solicits article contributions from all segments of the BCC
community.

To produce the newspaper on time, it is mandatory that we
adhere to a strict insertion schedule. For your article to be
onsidered, please submit it by email to the following address,

ommunicator@bcc.cuny.edu, no later than the date listed
Please remember, however, that submission does net
automatically ensure publication.
• May issue insertion deadline:
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mon FernandezGarcia's dream is to ·
e a math and computer science Teacher. Juan
Cruz hopes to be a civil
engineer.
Mathematics,
physics, engineering, and
computer science have been
food for thought for these
Bronx Community College
students ever since they
were youngsters.
But never did Cruz and
Fernando-Garcia imagine
they would get to walk onto
the 5,000 acre U.S.
Government science facility
that 'Is the Brookhaven
National Laboratory in
Suffolk County. Not only
did they travel there, they
heard from some of the
3,000 scientists, engineers,
technicians and support
staff who conduct research
in the physical, biomedical,
and environmental tech-

lli

nologies.

"It gave me a very
broad view of the scientific
landscape,"
stated
Fernandez-Garcia
who
thanks BCC Math Professor
Madelaine Bates for telling
him how to apply to the
National
Science
Foundation (NSF) supported Math and Computer
Science program at BCC.
Both received NSF scholarships and were selected for
the Mini-Semester.
"Even though we have
great technology at BCC
when we got to the
Brookhaven
National
Laboratory,''
said
Femandez-Garcia,
"we
realized that we are really
short when it comes to
being able to work hands on
in laboratory settings and
with up-to-date with hightech
equipment
that's

General

r e
0 n a I

housed in the laboratories at
Brookhaven. During their
stay with 21 other students
from 13 colleges, Cruz and
Fernandez-Garcia did DNA
sequencing studies on Tiger
salamanders to determine
how close these salamanders are to salamanders
from Yellowstone National
Park.
''I already had a science
career before going to
Brookhaven, but the weeklong experience from
January 10 to 14 just made
me feel more confident
about studying what I
want," said Cruz. Cruz's
favorite laboratories were
the Relativistic Heavy Ion
Collider which accelerates
particles and Brookhaven's
water treatment facility. "It
was amazing how much
water they process in that
Laboratory," said Cruz, who
one day hopes to be a civil
engineer, designing big
projects like bridges and
roads. "I have always liked
solving problems. That's
what civil engineers have to
do everyday."
During their one-week
stay, they lived in a dormitory, and spent their days
hearing and seeing science
up close. In the evenings,
there were homework
assignments which they had
to complete. The schedule
was so jam packed there
was not much time to do
much else, but sleep and get
up and start the next day.
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But when you love science,
eating, sleeping and thinking about science all the
time is hardly a problem.
"The idea is to take students and expose them to
big research and world
renowned scientists in
physics, chemistry, biology
and medical science, environmental
science,
nanoscience -- the manipuLation of matter with miniscule size characteristics
below approximately l 00
nanometers that results in
new properties or behavior
that would otherwise not be
achieved at larger length
scales," states Noel D.
Blackburn,
Educational
Programs Administrator
Brookhaven
National
Laboratory
Science
Education Center.

Because of their exposure to the wider world of
science in the MiniSemester, both students are
applying to be accepted for
summer internships which
will put them in laboratories, working with senior
scientists. If selected they
will also receive stipends.
Their experience will be
added to their resumes and
related in future job interviews.
"Going on the MiniSemester is the second best
thing to happen to me since
I came to BCC," stated
Cruz who came to New
York from the Dominican
Republic in 1998 and to
BCC of Fall 2002.
Other BCC students
who might be interested in
this program, should call
Professor Madelaine Bates

(718) 289-5416.
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- - - - - - - - - - - - By Dr. Debra Gonsher and Dr. Kathleen Williams - - - - - - - - - - - ou may have been hearing the words "General Education"
bandied about a bit. Or you may not. In either case, you
need to know about our new policy regarding General
Education.
Many schools use the term General Education to signify either
a core of mandatory courses or a distribution list of courses from
among which students can choose. For example, at Lehman
College, there are seven distribution areas, in~lud.ing The Arts,
Literature, Individuals and Society, and Historical Studies among
others. Students may choose one course from each area to fulfill
their General Education requirement.
Bronx CC however, decided to take a proficiencies approach.
When you get the new BCC catalog, look on page 7 where you will
find the General Education statement and a list of proficiencies
(passed by the College Senate in Fall2003.) It is the goal of the college to make certain that every student who graduates will have

Y

acquired a broad-based education and the proficiencies embedded in
all curricula.
Currently, faculty are creating exercises that help promote the
acquisition of these proficiencies in innovative and interesting ways.
Be on the lookout in your classes for a new emphasis on such things
as: communication, including oral, written, symbolic, aesthetic; scientific and mathematical methods; abstract reasoning; information
literacy; and the development of personal values and civic responsibility.
Your course syllabi should address these proficiencies and your
classes should include activities directed towards mastering them. If
you feel that you are not being exposed to the full range of these proficiencies talk to your instructor as well as a faculty advisor.
You should expect to leave Bronx Community College wellversed in the skills and knowledge described in the Gen Ed ~t,. ·
ment. These are at the heart of what makes an educated r
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Hunter, Queens, Lehman. York.
Brooklyn, Baruch, Touro, and
Moglo
colleges,
Queensborough and Bronx
community colleges, as well
Hofstra and New York umversities and SUNY at Stony Brook.
A four-and-a-half-hour ride to
Maryland departed on Saturday
night, March 12111, and all the
students stayed at the Holiday
Inn Express overnight, where
the students had the opportunity
to socialize with staff and other
students, as well as, some nesting for the full day ahead.
For Free?

Although the trip was free
for most of the students attending these colleges, someone was
paying for it. David S. Taub, a
business owner, was the underwriter for this particular trip.
He has committed himself to
this program until the year 20 16
(it started in 1996). Mr. Taub
said, "It gives me a reason to
keep living." lle wants to
organize programs that will give
something back, and this, in
return, gives him tremendous
sarisfaction. This must have
seemed quite apparent to the
rest of the students, on this trip
because they gathered around
him for autographs and commentary on the book~ he gD\'C
out for free. Hillel has been
organizing these programs for
about I 0 years now for Jews and
minorities. They welcome all
schools in New York as well as
those from out of state. A special thanks to the Office of
Student Activities for the covering additional cost to our students @ BCC for the trip.
Debriefing Session

After the tour of the museurn was over, students loaded
onto the bus to go to George
Washington University, where
there would be a debriefmg session hosted by Mrs. Lynn
Williams, director of community education at USHMM for
federal memorial rights to pas·
sage. She believed that "History
and memories are important."
This gave an opportunity to the
students to reflect and speak
about their morning and afternoon experience at lhe museum.
Mrs. Williams directed discus·
sion on issues such as immigration policies prior to WW 11 and
policies now. Rabbi Shur mentioned that is important to "[...]
open the space of our hearts"
for immigrants today. Mrs.
Williams spoke about the
importance of the title United
State Holocaust Memorial
Museum and asked for student
commentary on 1t. The general
idea was that each word in the
title was important because, it
brought together the participation and responsibility, ideology, and memories of the

2005

Holocaust for precious continuance to a place where people
can come together from all over
the world and see with their
own eyes. There needs to be a
legacy of change for humanizing people around you in all
walks of life, such as, campus
life. family, friends, and so
forth .
Some Commonly
Asked Questions
1. Bow much does it cost for
entrance? Admissions are
free and no passes are
required.
2. When is the best time to
The Museum is
visit?
busiest from April through
the end of July. During that
time, weekday afternoons are
less congested than mornings. Throughout the other
months,
particularly
December through February,
there is far less congestion
and passes for the Permanent
Exhibition - wh1ch can run
out quickly in busy months
- are generally available
throughout the day.
3. Whaf exhibitions should my
children see'! The Permanent
Exhibition is recommended
for visitors who are age II or
older. For younger children
- and for all visilors r.hcre are many or.her exhibitions and resources. including Remember The Children:
Daniel's Story (highly recommended for all children and
families); a 14-minute orientation film; the multimedia
Wexner Learning Center; the
Children's Tile Wall: and the
J taU of Remembrance.
4. Where is the museum located, and what's the best way
to get there? ls there parking? The museum is close to
the National Mall, just south
of the intersection of 14th
Street and Independence
Avenue, SW, and is between
14th Street and Raoul
Wallenberg Place, SW, a
block away from the
Washington Monument. The
easiest way to get to the
museum is by Metro
(Washington's subway system). The museum has no
public parking and there is
limited metered street parking in the mall area. The closest
Metro
stop
is
Smithsonian.
5. How long does it take to see
the Permanent Exhibition?
It can take several hours to
see the entire exhibition, and
most visitors spend about two
hours. Selectively viewing
the exhibition can reduce
time. Visitors are free to
explore the exhibition at their
own pace.

The New School Bachelor's Degree in Uberal Arts
The New School recognizes your academic
achievements In a degree program that builds
on your community college experience.
You'll be immersed In an intellectually rigorous
environment and have the opportunity to design
an Individual study plan with the help of an
academic adVIsor. Social sciences, media and
film, creative writing and literature, urban
studies, and international affairs are just some
of the areas in which students develop academic
and professional paths. Your next step?
Arrange a transcript review with an admissions
counselor and finish what you started.

INFORMAnON SESSION:

MONDAY, APRIL 18, 6 P.M.
Call to RSVP or speak to an advisor
(800} 862·5039 or email

nsadmlsslons@newschool.edu
WWW.NSU.NEWSCHOOLEDU/ BD
Falllppllcetlon deadline .My 1.

New School Unn.trslty

.,.. The New School
T 66 West •~c.h St:reet New York NY 10011
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Campus Speakers Series
April 11, 2005
1 2
1 PM
Gould Memorial Library
Or. James Freeman

"Intent and Meaning: The 14th Amendment, Equal Protection and Affirmative Action"
ification of the Fourteen
Amendment took place
ore than I 00 years ago,
yet its precise meaning has eluded
scholars, judges and politicians.
Interpreted in various and contradictory ways throughout American
political history, the intention of the
Amendment usually receives meaning through social, political and
legal struggle. The Fourteenth
Amendment is rich in vague, easily
debated phrases, such as "No State
shall make or enforce any law
which shall abridge the privileges
and immunities of citizens ... " "due
process of law ... " and "equal protection of the law." In sum, the 14th
Amendment may be the most politically significant - and equally
ambiguous- guideline to civil liberties and civil rights in American
history.
Last month, my colleague in
the Department of History, Dr.
Chris Grenda, during another faculty lecture, discussed the "due
process.. side of the 14th
Amendment. His presentation suggested that we consider the meaning of the phrase "due process" historically, recognizing the ways in
which the Supreme Court has interpreted substantive rights. I would
like to complement his lecture by
addressing the latter phrase in the
14th Amendment, which states,
"No state shall. .. deny to any person
within its jurisdiction equal protection of the laws." My talk will
address the meaning of these
words, particularly as the words
"equal protection" relate to the

issue of Affirmative Action.
The equal protection clause
forms the basis of civil rights in
American life. The 13th, 14th and
15th Amendments, along with the
1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965
Voting Rights Act, instituted a
series of rights-based obligations
on government. Positive acts such
as enforcement programs, land, and
money in were provided to African
Americans. Congress and the
Federal courts, at various times in
American history, were proactive at
enforcing the equal protection
clause
of
the
Fourteenth
Amendment. In the early 1960's,
President Lyndon Johnson, understanding the difficulties encountered by African American stated,
"You do not take a person who, for
years, bas been hobbled by chains
. .. and then say you are free to compete with all the others, and still just
believe that you have been completely fair." To President Johnson,
the early 1960's were a time when
the obligations placed on government to enforce civil rights laws
were paramount. The era of proactive governmental programs providing greater access to the awards
system is in the past. Conservative
courts and Congress now take a
more narrow view of the Federal
government's obJigations. It is the
present era that I would like to
address, arguing for a renewed and
more active interpretation of the
Fourteenth Amendment.
Affirmative Action is often
understood as programs created by
government designed to overcome

the consequence of past discrimination. Adding to this, I would say
that Affirmative Action is a set of
policies designed to provide equal
opportunities for aU under-represented groups, including women.
Fifty years after Brown v. Board of
Education ruled that segregation
violated the guarantees of the 14th
Amendment, we are still debating
the best way to eliminate discrimination because of its incompatibility with democratic life. Supporters
believe Affirmative Action is necessary to eradicate social, economic, and. educational prejudice and
inequality. Those opposed feel
Affirmative Action creates "color''
in a society that professes to be
color blind; that it undermines
black identity; creates resentment
between whites and blacks; and
treats people who had no relationship to past discrimination as somehow responsible for discrimination.
To some, Affirmative Action has
become a form of reverse discrimination. Wbile most Americans are
sympathetic to the injustices of the
past, the argument today considers
what can to be done to protect and
promote the equal protection rights
of all. Even Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor, an opponent
of most Aff"mnative Action programs, has commented, "Race sensitive measures are to be justified
only after a strong basis in evidence
has established that remedial action
is necessary to overcome the consequences of past discriminatory
action."
My lecture will focus on the

arguments surrounding the issue of
A:ff".Lnllative Action in order to suggest how widely debated the words
and intentions of the US
Constitution remain. The 14th
Amendment is
a keystone
Amendment - it keeps in place
much of what we believe American
life should mean. As a task for
those who wish to consider some
ideas before attending the lecture, I
would like to suggest that, when
discussing Affirmative Action, consider how your own identity (race,
gender) affects your attitude
towards these issues; whether
Affirmative Action forces us to
confront the lingering race and gender discrimination in American life;
and finally, whether Affirmative
Action implies that some things,
which whites have taken for granted (greater access to opportunity),
need to be changed for the good of
the disadvantaged? I hope my lecture will be informative, even
provocative, and llook forward to a
lively discussion afterwards.
My discussion on April 11 may
be integrated into many classes at
the college especially in Education,
Marketing and Management,
Paralegal, Human Services, Social
Sciences,
English,
Communications and Business programs. The relevance of the lecture
stems from the significance of the
Fourteenth Amendment in all
aspects of American life, including
job discrimination, educational policy, business practices, socialization patterns and economic opportunity.

Sorry, No Women Allowed
By C. Justice Shannon
n our world of intense competition, and societal pressures, males, young and old, in the sixties. Unity was the message of the day. The young men who attended
have an increasingly tall order to fill. The saying "Pressure burst pipes" motivat- quickly opened up, sensing that their voices, which are often suppressed, would be
ed the male staff of BCC to hold a soon-to-be regular Male-to-Male Forum on beard and listened to. Carrington Black, a first-year student said, "Fast money is
March 3, 2005 in the Roscoe Brown Student Center. The forum is an attempt to ease enticing, and I am trying hard not to fall into the lure of peer pressure, I have to conthe pressures found by males in response to the challenges of life.
stantly remind myself that education is more powerful than fast money." Eager ears
This was a powerful event. It brought together many male faculty and students, perked up, and heads nodded in affirmation that their ideas and feelings were being
including Sheldon Edwards, a liberal arts major, Chuck Duru, a computer science addressed. There were some intimate feelings that were eltp()sed in the sanctity of
major, and Justin Navario, also a liberal arts major. They were in attendance in an the peer circle. Personal experiences that undoubtedly changed an individual's life
attempt to gain an understanding of their respective lives. Vmcent Walker, a coun- now served as an opportunity to change the lives of others. Chuck Duru said, "J fee)
selor in BCC's Generdl Counseling Department, was the host of the event. in atten- that teachers sometimes stereotype me based on my appearance without getting to
dance also were Bernard Gantt, Associate Dean of Enrollment Management, Jason know me." This was a common feeling among attendees, and Vincent Walker, the
Finkelstein, Assistant Dean of the Coordinated Freshman Program, Nelson Reynoso, event's moderator, responded by saying, "That's why it's a good idea to put your best
Director of Counseling, Carlos Rivera, College Now Coordinator,and Erick foot forward, and to let to your professors know who you are." I asked Carrington
Hallgren, Director of Admissions Recruitment, as weU as a host of other distin- days after the forum what effect the forum had on him and he stated, "Lf felt good to
gujshed faculty members. The faculty began by introducing themselves in an infor- know that I am nottbe only person with the problems that I'm dealing with, and that
mal and inviting manner. Brief biographies, followed by invitations to visit their hearing other people's stories helped me to realize that hustlin' is not the way to go."
respective offices at any time, were a common thread. There was a sense that the facThis forum assured the young men who were present that they are not alone,
ulty wanted to forge a connection with the students that transcended the situational and that behind the suits worn by the faculty are lives that are strikingly similar to
roles created by societies power distance between students and administration.
their own. The room was full of emotion and the invisible energy of comradery perAll attendees sat in a large circle, consisting of at least seventy people. The meated the air. The only impediment was the time constraint placed on the day~
meeting started off controlled by the staff, but it quickly became a cooperative effort. events.
Studen(S and faculty jntegrated like cjyi! right§ protesters sjttjng jn at lunch counters

I
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BCC Honors Businesses & Borough
President at Annual Career Fa i r
--.:..::::....--,
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obs, internships, and career
information were on the minds
of students and business
recruiters who thronged to Bronx
Community College's annual
Career Fair, held on Thursday
March LO, 2005. The event was
also an opportunity for the BCC's
Career Development Office to
honor four organizations with
Employer Recognition Awards, for
their support to the college's students with employment, internship
and career related services. The
recipients included the office of
Bronx Borough President Adolfo
Carrion, United Parcel Service,
Transportation
Metropol iran
Authority and Beacon of Hope
House/Catholic Charities.
With the help of the Career
Development Office, students prepared for the Career Fair for
months by honing their interview
techniques, resumes and professional presentations. Nearly 300
students came to meet representatives from 60 companies to begin
their job searches and develop
career goals.
LaVar Cheatham. 23, a fresh-

J

man student at BCC remark about
his first Career Fair and speaking
with a New York City Transit
recruiter. "I need employment that
will pay me so I can cover some of
my expenses. Maybe, I'll get lucky
today."
Meanwhile George Infante
(telecommunications), in his second semester at BCC, met with a
representative from Cablevision,
Herb Cintron. They talked about
what Cablevision wanted in new
employees and work responsibilities. Mr. Infante, 28, who is married, has a daughter. I lis wife also
attends BCC. Like many BCC student, he said he had to work to pay
for his college expenses by being
self-employed in a computer repair
business that he runs out of his
home.
Many students and recent
alumni were like Raashida Davis
(nursing), Nelis Ramirez (community health graduate), Isabel
Echevarria (speech pathology and
a mother) and Reyna Liz (business
administration). They all came to
learn more about their career
fields, network with potential

employers and gather information
that they can use to achieve their
goals.
Students like Sandra OwusuDomena (business) were glad to
meet with recruiters and demonstrate to them their unique talents
and special abilities. OwusuDomena, in her third semester, is
fluent in three languages (German,
English, and Twi), and bas experience in accounting. She enthusiastically walked the aisles of tables
for employer representatives, taking the next step on her career
path.
Some of the 60 companies
represented included: Kawasaki
Rail Car, New York Columbia
Presbyterian Hospital , New York
University Medical Center Division of Nursing, The Nature
Conservancy, New York City
Police & Fire Departments,
Volunteers of America and
Selfbelp Community Services,
lfellCare, Hudson Health Plan,
Primerica, The Children's Village,
The Center for Family Support,
Stop & Shop, Radio Shack, New
York State Department of Labor,
U.S. Border and Customers
Agency and the U.S. Equal
Opportunity
Employment
Commission.
''This Career Fair is a great
opportunity to obtain advice for
what I should be doing to pursue
my business career, " said Ms.
Owusu-Domena. She mentioned
to Ms. Oedies Veronica Williams,
Director of Education Resources
for New York City Transit, that she
had never been to a job fair like
BCC's while she lived in Germany.
Ms. Owusu-Domenan completed
an information form and left her
resume with Ms. Williams. Ms.

Williams stated that she visits the
college three times a year because
it pro" ides her an opportunity to
personally meet with students and
talk to faculty about changing
employment needs and opportunities with New York City Transit.
Prior to the Career Fair, at the
Employer Appreciation Luncheon,
BCC paid tribute to the Office of
Bronx Borough President Adolfo
Metropolitan
the
Carrion,
Transportation Authority (MTA)
New York City Transit, United
Parcel Service (UPS), and Beacon
of Hope House/Catholic Charities.
The honorees received awards in
recognition and appreciation for
providing employment opportunities and student internships in partnership with the college.
Borough President Carrion,
who served as the District
Manager for BCC's Community
Planning Board and worked out of
an office on the campus for five
years. was enthusiastic about the
event and recognized the importance of the employer and student

turnout. Mr. Carrion said he saw a
bright and promising future for
students who have desire and work
hard to obtain their education, further their academic aspirations and
excel m fulfilling their career and
professional goals. "They will help
make the Bronx, New York City,
New York State and this nation
stronger," Mr. Carrion added as be
addressed the Career fair participants. The Borough President presented a citation of merit to the
Direc tor of BCC's Career
Melba
Office
Development
Olmeda-Amaro.

College Showcase Transportation Alternatives
At Car Fair Friday, April 22
on-polluting and low emission vehicles will be displayed at the "Bronx Clean Car Fair'' to
be hosted by the Bronx Community College Center ~or Sustainable Energy on Fnday, April
22. The event is in commemoration of the 35th anruversary of Earth Day.
The event will be held on a lot directly across the street from the BCC campus (Umversity
Avenue and West 18lst Street) at Loring Place and Hall of Fame Terrace on the grounds of the former Patterson Army Reserve Center. The Patterson Center was recently acqu1red by the College
and will undergo renovations for future Center and College use. The Fair is scheduled between I 0
AM and 2 PM on Fndlly, April 22 rain or shine. For additional details, contact 718-289-5334.
"We are assembhng a collection of alternatives to conventional vehicles,'' said J1m Qu•gley,
Director of the Center, "so that we can demonstrate some of the ways by which we can reduce our
dependency on imported oil, while also making the important connection between public health
and air quality."

N

"Alternative fuel vehicles'' that will be displayed, include those powered by CNG (compressed natural gas), eleclricity (from batteries), and biodiesel, a fuel derived from ogri~ultural
products. The display will also include ''hybrids," vehicles which run on gasoline but use 1t more
efficiently by generating electricity to power the wheels. "These aro the cars of the future," Qwgley
asserted. "The cost of oil has just hit an all time high. For the environment, for our health, and for
the sake or our economy, we must develop smarter, cleaner, more effic1ent ways of gettmg around,"
he said.
Participants in the event will include: the New York Power Authority (which will display .a
Ford Escape and Toyota Prius); Bronx Community <Allege (which will display GEM electnc vehicles, a hybrid and a C G car); Azure Dynamics, a manufacturer of hybrid trucks, w11l display one
of the•r class 7 vehicles. News 12 The Bronx recently acqulred a Oeet ofhybnd cars and Will bnng
one for display; Vogelb1h Company w1ll dtsplay an electric motorcycle and a diesel tru~k powered
with b•ofuel The Bronx lnittatJve for Energy and the Envrronment, the Amencan Lung
A'->SOCiallon and the Ne" York State Energy Research Development Authority have also agreed to
.
.
partiCipate as sponso~. Others are Cllpected.
The audience for the Fa1r includes Oeet managers from the pubhc and pnvnte sectors. the

BCC college popwation, local schools and the public a1 large. The Center, esta_blished with a
Department of Energy appropriation sponsored by Congressman Jose Serrano, wdl have educational matenals about the vehicles to distribute to the public and will provide refreshments and
music. Students will be challenged by an exercise of calculating vehicle fuel economy and emisSIODS aVOidance.
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BCC's Continuing Education Program
Selected For Best Practices Award
CC's Continuing and
Professional
Studies
Program has been selected
to receive an exceptional program
award from the Association of
Continuing Higher Education
(ACHE) for its proactive guidance
and tutoring approach to recruiting
preparation that helps new students
and returning students to better
equip themselves to meet the rigors
of course programs.
The
Association
for
Continuing Higher Education
(ACHE) is an organization dedicated to serving the entire spectrum of
continuing higher education in the
United States and internationally.
ACHE believes in the values of
professional development, collegiality and service. Rapid change
in higher education -- the success
of evening programs, the expansion of continuing education, the
growth in the number of adult students, the impact of technology,
and the needs of training and
retraining to sustain economic
development-- all provide added
importance to ACHE's selection of
Bronx Community College to
receive this award on April 21 ,
2005 in New York.
BCC's creative recruiting
model, proactive counselors and
professors in BCC's Continuing
and Professional Studies Program
are helping students to benefit
from helpful guidance and tutoring. This pathway advantages BCC
and students by providing better
prepared candidates for a cross
section of the College's degree programs notably in the areas of
Science, Nursing, Human Services
and Liberal Arts.
For example in BCC's Nursing
Program,
Continuing
and
Professional Studies (CPS) counselors advise students enrol ling in
nursing careers preparation programs in the skills they need to
reinforce to qualify for Licensed
Practical Nurse (LPN) and
Registered Nurse (RN) Programs.

B

A

Communicating this to students
early helps save money and time.
Students like Barbara Reyes
and Naomi Jacobs, both medical
assistants at the Urban Health Plan,
and Daniel Massa, who retired
from the New York City Fire
Department after 24 years, are
returning to college after years
away from the classroom. Their
dreams of beconnll1g nurses have
been one they have all nurtured for
years.
"It is difficult to go back to
school," said Ms. Reyes, 26, who
has been out of school for eight
years and has a daughter to support. "I don't have a lot of money
and I have to work full-time. BCC's
Continuing
Education
and
Continuing Education counselors
provided hope and encouragement
and made me aware of my capabilities. They also offer course schedules that allow me work and go
back to school.
For Daniel Massa, a 48-yearsold retired firefighter who has
worked in firehouses in the Bronx,
Brooklyn, and Manhattan, working
with people bas always been an
attraction.
"I have always served the public. Becoming a nurse is a natural
extension for me to continue serving people," explains Daniel
Massa. "BCC has really given me
the advice I needed to get ready to
make the career shift from working
in firehouses and on fire trucks to
classrooms," stated Massa who
said that he has been out of the
habit of learning in a formal setting
for 24 years.
The success of his transition
has so inspired Massa, who is married and has a 14-year-old son, that
he sat down and wrote "a letter to
Bronx
Community
College
President Carolyn Williams to
thank her, the Continuing and
Professional Studies Program
teachers, Dean Elizabeth Oliver,
and Emery Ailes for the help they
and the rest of BCC's Continuing

Education team has given in helping to get me to brush up on my
reading, arithmetic, grammar, and
research skills to take the CUNY
Entrance Exam ACT and the
Nursing Program's Pre Admission
Examination skills proficiency
tests."
Naomi Jacobs, who is in her
mid-50s and currently works as a
medical assistant, also carne into
the Nursing Program through
BCC's Continuing Education outreach. "I appreciate the caring
approach of BCC's Continuing
Education teaching team's concern
for beginning students. Counselors
and professors have been behind us
all the way. They made sure that we
were prepared for the proficiency
tests which we all must past before
being allowed to move forward.
"There were so many things
that I had forgotten when I left
school back in Jamaica," says Ms.
Jacobs, who originally worked in
accounting in her early work life.
Ever since she came to New York,
she has planned her life so that she
could enroll in Nursing school and
acquire the licensing to do what
she believes has always been her
life's calling. She is enthusiastic
about the nursing career path she
has launched at Bronx Community
College.
BCC's instructional expertise
brings into sharper focus Lhe
importance of early skills assessments which challenge potential
students to think about their actual
abilities, aptitudes, desire, and
determination before they are
admitted into any of Bronx
Community College's challenging
curriculum. Front-end assessment
before admission is critically
important to students ~ it paves the
way for college preparation before
it is too late.
"For people who have been
out of a formal education system
for a long time and are returning to
college - such as adults who want
things to happen quickly -- we have

a very strong college and academic
prep model to give them tools they
need to do well on the CUNY
Entrance Exams and in their course
work once they are enrolled," states
Dean Elizabeth Oliver, Director of
Continuing and Professional
Studies.
"We have developed our
model through collaboration to
customize content for students to
successfully enter college and we
also provide academic prep for
other nursing program entrance
criteria.
"Students who come to the
Continuing Education Program
with sharpened skills give themselves a foundation to handle rigorous," stresses Oliver.
In designing the Continuing
and Professional Studies Nursing
Program's front-end assessment
enrollment model, BCC first identified students currently employed
in two health centers in the Bronx,
the Morris Heights Community
Health Center and Urban Health
Plan Community Center.
"We assessed the academic
skill levels of all the workers.
Afterwards, we engaged those students in approximately 120 hours
of intensive academic preparation.
That is an unusual step, especially
in nursing preparation,'' noted
Dean Oliver. "Colleges too often
enroll students who express interests but drop out after enrolling
when they begin to flounder
because of insufficient mastery of
academic skills.
"lf you put a dollar amount on
lack of student retention and used
up financial aid money when students can't get beyond 25 credits,
this up-front investment in assessing and counseling students is
extraordinarily cost effective,"
states Bronx Community College's
Oliver. For more information on
BCC's
Continuing
and
Professional Studies Programs
please call (718) 289-5170.

Public
Speaking
Open
House,
Thursday,
April
14

Will improved public speaking skills enhance your career? You can learn in a surprisingly short time by taking a course
offered in BCC's Office of Continuing and Professional Studies program at Bronx Community College (University Avenue &
West 18lst Street). Ask questions and sign up at BCC's ''Public Speaking Open House," Thursday, Aprill4, 2005, Roscoe C.
Brown Student Center, Room 207-208, from 6:00- 8:00p.m.
Find out how to gain confidence, make presentations in public and grasp an audience's attention- family, friends, co-workers, or strangers-- without getting sweaty palms, shaky knees, and dry mouth. BCC professors will teach you how to deliver
information more effectively. Please call us at 718-289-5601 or visit us on the Bronx Community College web site at
www.bcc.cuny.edu/continuingprofessionalstudies.
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Bronx Singer Holds Her Own in Nuevas Voces de
America Telemundo Talent Competition in Miami
ronx Community
College graduate
Carmen
Lydia
Rodriguez is competing in
the
final
stages of
Telemundo's Nuevas Voces
de America, (New Voices of
America) a reality show to
spotlight new and distinctive American Latin superstars. The reality show,
which will run into May, is
about showing the transformation of 20 contestants
from talented amateurs into
professional singers. The
goal is to develop and transform the talent before the
eyes of home TV audiences
over the course of the competition. (Telemundo visited
BCC's campus recently and
videotaped interviews of
students and faculty who
knew
Cannen
Lydia
Rodriguez before she graduated. The interview was
aired bio on Sunday, April
3rd.
So far, Carmen Lydia
Rodriguez, 26, the Bronx
singer
and
Bronx
Community College liberal
arts education honors graduate (2004), has survived
several weeks of TV singoff appearances. She hopes,
with a little luck, to go all
the way to the completion
of the competition in May.
What bas carried her
this far? Carmen says that it
has been the values she's
learned from her Mom and
the values she learned at
Bronx Community College.
She made many friends and

B

acted on the advice of her
favorite professors while at
college: Tom Cipullo and
Ben Yarmolinsky, Music;
Professor Hattie Jo Mullins,
English; Professor Howard
Balter,
Biology;
and
Professor Diana Flores,
Modern Languages.
"I loved BCC. There
are wonderful professors
there," says Carmen who
lives with her mother in the
Bronx. "Professors Cipullo
and Yarmolinsky and
Professor Hattie-Jo Mullins
took time to help me out.
They taught me well! They
were not only my professors
but they were my friends.
Most of all, they challenged
me and they got the best out
of me," states Carmen.
Her opportunity to go
to Florida began last
November
when
she
entered a competition at
Harlem's Apollo Theater on
125tb Street. In December,
she was notified that she
had been selected. In late
January she flew to Miami
and met newspaper and TV
reporters as a finalist with
19 other finalists who had
arrived at the Airport. After
answering questions, the
singers were then whisked
away in vans to a reception
with the Estefans at Gianni
Versace's mansion.
A singer since she was
three, Carmen has performed in Bronx churches,
PS 85, JHS 45, and Evander
Childs HS. She has also
sung at Bronx Nursing

Homes as well as BB Kings
in the 42nd Street and
Times Square area and Club
Groove m Greenwich
Village. She works with
young people, teaching and
often singing in a Christian
after school program in
Washington Heights called
Operation Exodus, says the
Bronx Community College
alumna.
"I believe I have the
discipline and the talent to
go all the way," says
Carmen, who describes her
voice as ranging from alto,
to soprano, to mezzo soprano. Her song selections run
the gamut from Romantic,
to R&B, to Ballads, to
Motown, and Christian
songs. Titles include ''Me
Importas Tu," "Let's Stay
Together" by AI Green, "I
Just Want to Hang around
You," by La India, a well
known Puerto Rican singer.
She also likes such Spanish
songs as "Sin Bandera," and
"Contigo" and "Entra En
Mi Vida; "A Long Walk by
Jill Scott; and Motown
songs, such as ·~ever Can
Say Goodbye" by the
Jackson 5; ''My Guy'' by
Mary Wells and Bobby
Womack; and Smokey
Robinson hit tunes, such as
"Tracks of My Tears," "My
Guy," "Get Ready." She
sings favorites popularized
by the Dramatics, such as "I
Can't Get Over You," "Door
To Your Heart" and
Christian songs, two of
which are "1 Believe," and

"I'm Not Afraid;" "The
Love Is In Need" by Fred
Hammond;
and
John
Legend's
"Ordinary
People."
Carmen and the other
contestants came to Miami
from Telemundo's multicity talent competitions
held last year in Miami,
New York, San Juan, Puerto
Rico, Los Angeles and San
Antonio. The contestants
then moved into a hotel
owned by the Estefans.
Every day the finalists
rehearse under the guidance
of a voice coach for the next
week's competition. Songs
are composed and selected
for the contestants. They are
assigned those songs on
Wednesday. After practicing
them, they record them on
Friday to relme their stage
presence and delivery.
Sunday night, for the on-air
competition, judges critique
contestants on their singing
delivery, s~ge image and
carriage.
Judges may suggest a
change m hair color or
improvement in their stage
carriage
or
walk.
Contestants also prepare
with the help of a choreog·
rapher, a makeup artist, a
hair stylist, and an exercise
coach. When the next weekly show airs, the audience
gets to see how much each
performer has improved
after a week of rehearsals.
Producer of the show,
Emilio Estefan, husband of
singer Gloria Estefan,

coaches the staff that oversees the progress of the
development of each contestant's singing, physical
conditioning, choreography
and stage performance.
Telemundo reaches its
U.S. and Puerto Rican audiences in some 142 markets,
that's 92 percent of the U.S.
Hispanic viewing market
through its 15 owned-andoperated stations, 36 broadcast affiliates and nearly
684 cable affiliates. (The
June 2003 Census Bureau
estimated there are 38.8
million Hispanics in the
U.S.A., 13 percent of the
nation ·s population.)
~uevas
Voces
de
America" airs every Sunday
evening 8 to 9 p.m. on New
York's Telemundo's stations,
WNJU-TV Channel 47 or
Cable Channel 16.
The next Sunday's
show is videotaped on
Tuesday
evenings
at
Bongo's Cuban Cafe on
Biscayne Boulevard m
Miami.
Cannen, who has visited the Estefans's bouse with
other contestants, tb.i.nks tbe
world of the Estefans "they are so warm and
friendly and willing to listen to our concerns and help
if they can." Carmen says
that she's not letting the
hoopla of being in such a
competition distract her
from the goal of winning
the competition.
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"Fido's Ears: A U-Boat Hunting Acoustic Torpedo in World War II":
BCC's 7th Annual Ehrenpreis Memorial Lecture
athleen
Broome
Wi l liams
Professor of History at
Bronx
Community
College1 The City
University of New York
(CUNY), and a member
of the history doctoral
faculty at the CUNY
Graduate School and

K

Acoustic Torpedo
World War II"

Thursday, April 14,
2005 from 3-4 p.m. in
Gould
Memorial
Library Auditorium. A
reception will be held in
the Rotunda afterwards.
BCC ts located at
University Avenue and
West 181 st Street. The
public is invited to this
free event.

quency
Direction
Finding in the Battle of
the Atlantic (Naval
Institute Press, 1996),
Improbable Warriors:
Women Scientists and
the U.S. Navy in World
War II (Naval Institute

IS
currently
She
researching the combat
expenences of her
father, Major Roger
Broome, a World War ll
Marine who died as a
result of wounds sustained
during the

Press, 2001), which American landings on
won the John Lyman Saipan. She ts also
book pnze for U.S. doing research on Fido,

Dr. Williams earned
her
undergraduate
degree from Wellesley
College and holds an
M.A. from Columbia
University and a Ph.D.
in military history from
CUNY

IS THERE SOMETHING
YOU HAVE BEEN MEANING
TO SAY?

one,"'

,

Then,

English 19: Introduction to Journalism
is the course for you .
News stories,
feature stories,
editorials,
sports articles,
entertainment reviews :
Tell BCC what's on your mind .
I

You will automatically become part of

The Communicator team,
and you will get to see your writing in print .
When you leave BCC,
your resume will boast,
`I was a writer for The Communicator."
To learn more, call Andrew Rowan (Colston 612) at 718-289-5314 today for an
appointment to discuss registering for
English 19 : Introduction to Journalism at BCC for fall 2005 .

s<*
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---------------By
thought to myself if I could
have one wish it would be to
see the world. I have seen the
blue skies and the distinctively
shaped white clouds, heard the
loud sound and rumble of the
wind and known the results of
war. So, why would seeing the
world be such a challenge?
Well, I know that to a lot of
us traveling amazing distances,
and understanding languages
(that I've never spoken) may create a great challenge. However,
no cballenge would be larger and
more enduring than the promise
of death.
I'd learned that my time here
would be limited. So, I thought to
myself should I count down the
days till I pass? Or should I count
the seconds, minutes and hours
that it takes me to reach another
continent and expand my ideas
and experiences in order to eventually work on building upon the
foundation of concepts that are
housed in my mind that will eventually shape who I am or aspire to
be.
I'd love to see Japanese art in

!
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person, I'd love to meet African
tribal leaders, and I'd love to learn
about the Spanish influence in
Latin America through the people
of the land. I'd Love to see the
places in India that Ghandi travelled through. Above all, I'd love
to learn things I'd never known
and experience the things I've had
yet, too.
If you think about it from the
day we were born until now, our
lives were filled with new experiences that have impacted us. The
purpose of these experiences is to
build character and tolerance
within us, to capture a certain
scenery in our minds that plays
out much like the photography in
a hardcover book.
As we look at the photos of
our past, within our future we
remind ourselves of how we felt,
at one point in time. We begin to
recall what we learned and its
influence on who we are.
Whether directly or indirectly
"experiences" are
rewards.
Rewards in that within each experience \ve are able to understand
more and more about who we are

W or I d
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and therefore work on replacing
certain character flaws and perhaps their would be no other way
for us to recognize and truly
understand ourselves if it wasn't
through "experience,"
We were never meant to stay
alone in our own small world of
knowledge and thought. For all
the knowledge we think we can
acquire alone there lie millions
and millions of ideas waiting to
be shared with us through our
connection with another human
being. So, it makes sense that
before I close my eyes never to
awake again in this world filled
with experience and knowledge,
that I travel one last time in thirst
of exploration and findings. So,
now it makes sense that before I
leave this world never to return in
this body that I, for once, go in
search of all the things I always
heard of but never "experienced"
on my own.
Soyes now! Now it makes
sense that for all I learned
throughout my years and years of
living that I take with me one last
experience that will serve me

until my after-life and beyond.
So, yes, it makes sense to say that
for aU my schooling that nothing
has come close to the physical
experience of actually being at
the countries I've heard of, or listening to exotic sounds of music
that I have only dreamed of playing, and learning about a religion
so different from mine but perhaps just as memorable and moving. As I lay here with no other
place to go but beyond, I no
longer hold with me any barriers
I am almost like quicksand waiting to absorb new ideas and ways
of life that I once considered so
different from my own and so
beyond what I stood for. And yet
now I stand here so far from
home, so far from what I have
known all my life and yet NOW I
stand here. T stand here with my
heart ready to give out but my
mind still open and my ears ready
to listen to everything opposite
me that now will forever leave its
imprint in my heart and ultimately my mind!
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When my class got into an

intense deb
and my professor continued the discussion
after class, I knew that transferring to
Dominican College was the right choice."

Transferring colleges can be an intimidating experience. But if you're looking for a school with the kind of
supportive yet challenging learning environment that will help you achieve your goals, then you'll feel right
at home at Dominican College.
• Flexible accelerated, day/evening
and weekend courses
• Constant individualized attention
• 30 Bachelor's and Master's degree programs

• Liberal transfer of credits
• Financial aid opportunities
• Corporate/hospital tuition deferment policy
• Small dass sizes

Open House
Transfer students are invited to come learn more about our programs, scholarships, financial aid opportunities
and campus activities.
Sunday, April 17th, 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Hennessy Center
470 Western Highway
Orangeburg, NY 10962

866~DC-INFO

admissions@dc.edu
www.dc.edu
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President Measures Her Success
through Students' Performance

The Relationship of Africa to the
United States

- - - - - - - - B y Lamin Jatta ________ - - - - - - By Lamin S. CeesaY------"--he President of Bronx Community College, Carolyn
Williams, recently told the freshman convocation of2005 that
the college measures its success by the performance of the
students. "Please know that we share the same belief-- we both have
dreams of success -- my dream is to see you all graduate, go on to a
bigger and brighter future, that some day, I will welcome you back
as the glittering stars of our alumni," Dr. WiJliams stated.
President Williams warned the students, however, that success
does not come easily, noting that there are bound to be times when
they will be overwhelmed with difficulties and frustrations and may
contemplate giving up. She exhorted the freshmen to believe in
themselves and their convictions and fully immerse themselves in
what the college has to offer. "We have an extraordinarily talented
and caring faculty and staff. I urged you to get to know your teachers, your counselors and advisers; let them get to know you because
your partnership with them will guarantee your success."
On his part, the keynote speaker, Mr. Marlon Smith, a "hightech" motivator advised the students to free themselves from the
shackles of fear to fully realize their potential. He said students
should always consult with their professors and classmates to discuss their areas of difficulties in other to excel. He urged students to
fully participate in extra-curricular activities in the school and their
communities as well as maintain a good GPA, noting that employers
are looking for well-rounded people. Mr. Smith believes that success is by choice and that one thing high achievers have in common
is action.
Other speakers included the interim Vice President of Academic
Affairs, George Sanchez; Vice President of Student Development,
Dr. Penny Bloom; and Mr. McThaddeus Holden, Director of Public
Safety, amongst others. The occasion was chaired by Mr. Kirk Daley,
Director of Student Activities. We were entertained by dancers and
singers from several BCC clubs.

T

Join

frica is one of the largest continents in the world with enormous naturesources, ranging from crude oil to the most precious stone in the
world. the diamond. Yet, A fuca is still among the poorest continents in
terms of its socio-economic and political advancement in the twenty-first century compared to other continents. Well, the above statement 1 believe will no
doubt leave the most important question of the new century, which is what will
be the relationship of AtTica to the United States? The relationship between
Africa and the United States is one of negligence, neo-colonialism, and human
suffering.
The US, recognized as "the world's super power," could save the world
from hunger, war, starvation, and genocide. The US, indeed. should be given
credit for what is it doing to help Africa, yet, more is expected. For example,
Liberia, a former US colony, has been given lhe name "stepchild" of the United
States. At times, when it has been to America's advantage, she has gone to great
lengths to let the world know that Liberia was a possession and would enjoy
her protection. But when Liberia experienced some bumps on the road from
growing pains, her mother country often abandoned her.
The relationship between AtTica and America is marked by dependency.
After three hundred years of slavery, many people think that Africa is at last
free from slavery. Physically - yes, it's independent; however, due to the nature
of the African politics today, many countries are still depending on US assistance.
Therefore, solutions that could be implemented to strengthen the relationship between AtTica and America are: firstly, Africa needs domestic refonns.
African countries must unite and see themselves as a one continent rather than
countries, fonning stronger alliances in economic and political transactions.
Secondly, the policy of globalization towards Africa must change. Fair
trade must be cultivated in order for the economic burden not to rest on Afuca
alone. The media is another institution that plays important role in the relationship between Africa and America. It must better communicate the conditions
in contemporary Africa.
Finally, it must be the duty of each African living in the US to serve as a
goodwill ambassador to the African continent here in America. Many people
fail to understand that Africa is a continent rather than a country. I strongly
appeal to every AfTican Living in America to explain to everyone who will listen about Africa's current political and economtc situation. This will help people better understand Africa and strengthen the relationship with America.
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Dr. Christopher S. Grenda
Highlights Campus Speakers'
Series
By C. Justice Shannon
he BCC Campus Speakers Series has been a beacon to the
students and faculty this year. These speakers range from
lecturers from other institutions, to our own distinguished
professors, and even to motivational speakers. On Monday,
February 28th Dr. Christopher S. Grenda, assistant professor of
history at BCC, joined the ranks of lecturers who have graced the
stage of the Gould Memorial Library.
Dr. Grenda's discussion delved into the complex issues surrounding the Fourteenth Amendment to the US Constitution.
More specifically, he spoke about procedural rights versus substantive rights. Dr. Grenda gracefully took a detailed subject, that
is nuanced and complicated, and explained it in a way, with the
help of visual aids, that informed the audience of the questions
they should have regarding this portion of our Constitution.
He used a historical approach that examined the Fourteenth
Amendment and its different interpretations throughout history
since it was adopted in 1868. Ultimately, the discussion generated the question, Is due process something that is stable within the
constitutional ideals that will lead to future development of our
government and nation, or is it simply a matter of the people who
interpret the Constitution and who decides which interpretation is
right to promote certain agendas?
Based on Dr. Grenda's analysis of the issue, the only thing
stable in the court system is the idea of change, an idea of a living and breathing system of laws. How can a changing entity like
society be governed by unchanging laws?

T
The Communicator Team!
See your name in print.
Express yourself.
Put your finger on the pulse of BCC.
The Communicator is looking for
Writers, Graphic Designers

and Photographers.
• Write about sports, national and international
events, campus life, entertainment, including
music, film , plays and art.
• Help us design each monthly issue of
The Communicator.
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the city.
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See related story on page 5.

THE COA!MUNlCATOR FEBRUARY 8,

F

•

I

n

•

d

g

n

I

M

200M

w

y

a

y

By Anesha Bonner
tudents choose the liberal arts
major for one of two reasons.
Either it is because they plan to
transfer to a senior college, or because
they do not know what they plan to major
in. It turns out that T fall under the latter
category. This article attempts to document my personal journey, making the
ultimate decision of choosing a career.
l am a 28-year-old, non-traditional
student who has over ten years of work
experience in several different fields. My
last job was working in a bank, which had
a lot of opportunities for growth. r knew
that if I wanted to increase my earning
potential, I would need to obtain a degree.
Having customer-service experience, I
knew lhat l had a knack for dealing with
the public in a counseling format. I
decided to enroll in Bronx Community
College because it was in a convenient
location, close to homo and close to public transportation.
When I enrolled in college, I was
not certain what 1wanted to major in, but
I chose human services because I had to
choose something. The further 1 got into
the curriculum, the more unsure I
became. Now, J am currently in my third
semester at BCC, and I have only one
semester left. I am following the curriculumfor liberal arts with the option in psychology. I have already accumulated 38
credits, but I am still not absolutely sure
that this is the career path I want to)bllow. J know that this is a decision that I
must make very soon because, otherwise,
it may be too late.
While I fmd psychology very interesting, 1 am not certain that this is some-

S

thing T want to do for the rest of my life.
I like social sciences, but 1 have an equal
passion for math and science as well. l
have been trying to find a career that
incorporates both, but it has been very
difficult for me. Luckily, BCC is a school
that provides a plethora of services for its
students, and I have been utilizing my
resources. I registered for OCO, as is
required for all incoming students, and I
followed the suggestions that were made
in terms of figuring out the type of individual I was, and the type of career that
would best suit me.
First Tbings First

The first thing J did was to speak
with many professionals to see if they
could give me some advice, and also to
ask them how they chose their careers. ln
most cases they had known who they
wanted to be very early in life. There was
someone or something that inspired them
from the very beginning. Unfortunately
for me, I had not known anyone in close
proximity who bad gone to college or
who was a professional when l was in
high school. I believed that the only way
that T could receive a higher education
was if 1 could afford to pay for it Since
that was not the case, I thought that once
I graduated from high school, I would get
a job and just work my way up the ladder
of success. I never made a conscious
effort to think about wbat 1 wanted to be,
partly because I was afraid that ifl did not
get a job in that particular field, I would
feel like a failure. I thought that it would
be best to take whatever came and start
from there.

There were many problems that
arose as a result of me settling, though.
After two years of working in the bank, I
realized that I did not like banking. How
could I then make a career out of something that 1 didn't like? Listening to people telling me over, and over again, that
they knew for years what they wanted to
be did not help either.
The Next Step

Next, J tried to take an assessment
test, but when they asked me questions
regarding the types of subjects I preferred, such as math, science, English or
social science, it was reaiJy hard for me
because I like aU of them equally. This is
unusual for, usually, a person who likes
Eng)jsh wiU prefer not to do math. But I
did! While it can be very helpful to some,
I found it to be 'Very frustrating because it
did not give me the clear answer that r
was expecting. It did not get me any closer to the decision that I was trying to
make about my life's work.
Tbe Answer, Perhaps?

Now, I feel that I can have an impact
on someone's life by being a PSY.chologist, but 1 am looking to do something
big, not for money, but for the recognition. (Yes, I happen to be one of those
"Generation-Xers", who want to change
the world.) I recently went to the Black
Engineer of the Year Awards in Baltimore,
Maryland, and had an epiphany. I learned
that there is a huge market for minorities
in the engineering field. The only requirement to be an engineer is that one must

like math and science. How ironic is that?
This industry has plenty of opportunities
for growth, and it can give me an opportunity to participate in groundbreaking
projects that affect the entire world. Wbo
wouldn't want to be part of something
like that? The problem is that switching
from my current major to engineering science would require me to stay for an additional year. Some people may think this is
no reason not to change my major, but did
I mention I was 28? While in the eyes of
some this may seem very young, it has
already taken me 10 years to go to college
in the first place. I'm working on my
tivc-year plan now, and it does not leave
much room for changes. I am more than
halfway done and, to become an engineer,

1 would have to start over.
TI1is may be a similar situation that
many students are facing today. Although
it sounds as if I am at a complete loss, I
will not allow my ambivalence to cause
me any unnecessary stress. The way I see
it is that, while this is very important,
people make more important decisions
everyday. Each day that passes brings me
a little closer to my final decision.
I wrote this article in hopes that I
would be able to reach students who are
having similar problems figuring out
what they want to do, and to let them
know that they are not alone. As for me, l
will continue to follow the liberal arts
curricuJum because it has the most transferable credits, but stay tuned next semester to fmd out what 1 actually decide.

Two Hours That Changed My Life
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ould Memorial Auditorium has
been host to this year's Campus
Speaker Series. The size and
grandness of this venue is prestigious and
inviting. As I sat in the center aisle, directly in front of the podium awaiting the
speaker of the day, the long columns, high
ceilings, expansive balconies, created an
uncertain mood and ushered in a feelmg of
excitement. The two columns on the stage
frame the podium, and the speaker
becomes a figure in a talking picture
frame.
On March 15, 2005, the speaker was
larger than the frame. The world was her
canvas and her paints were many. Dr. Lani
Guinier graced the stage and immediately
stressed the interconnectedness of politics,
life, race, and education. She said,
"Democracy and education are the comerstones of life."
Her academic success, professional
accomplishments, and obv1ous wealth of
knowledge were second to her no-holds
bared, honest, yet critical discussion of
race, education, and politics in American
society. She spoke of hei most memorable
educational experience not being those
from Radcliffe College, or Yale Law
School, but those from when she was in
high school in Queens, New York. She
explained bow that was her foundation for
her future.
Modesty was transmitted through the
microphone, allowing the audience to connect with her and her message. Truth was
her platform, not degrees and political
achievements. Sensational and inspiring
are two of the words that come to mind
when the name Dr. Lani Guinier is mentioned. I got chills
her
with

G
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so much passion and determination.
The mark of a good speaker is one
who stimulates thought, not one who tells
you what to think. Guinier introduced various topics, and as if knowledge were her
baby, she wrapped them in swaddling
clothes and placed them in the manger of
the audience. Delicate and deliberate, she
made the hidden seen, and what was
revealed shone through wi1h an uncanny
clarity that was bound to convert the bardest pessimist.
Her eye contact was unnerving; never
taking time to read from her notes, I felt as
though she was speaking directly to me,
looking into my soul and resurrecting
potential energy that lay dormont. From
my vantage point, directly in front of the
podium, r was caught in an invisible beam.
Her eyes, presence, and voice took me to
the mountaintop and back. It was as
though she was inviting me to fl!lish the
work that she had begun. My insides rumbled at the thought of this but my mind's
eye welcomed the proposal.
Greatness often goes unseen, and it is
unfortunately uncommon, but when it is
present, it demands respect and attention.
All things considered. her nomination for
and subsequent withdrawal as a candidate
for Attorney General of the United States
during ex-president Clinton's administration has been a blessing for all of us. She
would not have been able to write five
books and lecture on topics lhat are critical
of the American political system as she is
doing now. I thank Clinton for that 1
guess when things fall apart, it just makes
for a more interesting jigsaw puzzle.
See related story on page I
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uring a recent trip to our 51st
state (Canada) I had the displeasure of encountering the
ugly face that represents the decline of
Western civilization; she was rancid,
wicked and full of hate. [ crossed the
border and drove along for a few minutes unaware of the misanthropic antics
my mates would soon subject me to; the
guys 1 was traveling with decided that it
was high time for some R&R and wanted to cruise this strip that was bustling
with casinos, bars and various other
hoo-rahs that, to me, served no earthly
purpose at all. It just looked wrong and
alien, a universe with a horrible gravity
and impolite atmosphere. 1 felt myself
gagging immediately after their suggestion. I wanted no part of this chicaner;
my only desire was to keep on and head
straight for Toronto, our intended destination -- a fabulous city with fine
Ethiopian food and wonderful ice skating. But I was just one of a dirty and
road weary four and, unfortunately, as
Life and democratic politics go 1 was
voted into submission, off to the casino
we would go: for strong drink, slots and
women with delectably insidious names
like "Candy" .... The hell 1 was about to
encounter would be sickening and on a
level that put the Khmer Rouge,
Dachau, Attica and tbe cannibalistic
nature that consumes most parents at a
pre-Christmas Day Toys 'R' Us sale to
shame. lt was to something in need of
serious examination.
1 feared for my life, and the Gods
were no where to be found, I left my dignity along with my vote, teddy bear and
copy of Leonard Cohen's "I'm Yowr
Man" in the car far from sanity and this
cruel trail of tears ... but I trudged
through the miserable Canadian snow
with my moronic compatriots, bumping
off their plump pockets filled with filthy
lucre - to the mouth of the vicious and
horrendous beast we went - the name of
which I cannot recall but that matters
not - for the story is where the message
lies and not with the name. But if it
makes you feel any better, it was probably something like "Fantasy Fantasy" or
"Fantastic Fancy Fantasy" - there was
lots of alliteration, lots of exaggerationcasinos are filled with the dyslexic remnants of common sense and 1 was soon
to be a former of my present self.
In the vicinity of the casino the
people began to buzz, broadcasting their
vapid dreams to the indifferent
Canadian air; there were women in short
skirts and fat men in tight shirts with
noxious odors etnanating from their
putrid pores, telling each and every door
man that he was "Gonna hit it big
tonight!" I was embarrassed for all of
humanity, the drunk 20 somethings and
goons galore with their shiny watches
and badly tailored slacks hovered about
the entrance puff'mg on those stupidly
packaged Canadian cigarettes, rearranging their "I'm sexy" poses for the wax
museum-looking
women
that
approached in what seemed like perfectly timed intervals of5, 10 and 20 minute
waves. 1 held on to my pockets with
dread and tried to breath in calm and
pleasant breaths for the entrance was
sucking us in and the force was some-
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thing supematutal malignant
The ticket-taker person seemed to
be blessed witll some sort of hYPnotic
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lously vain celebration. we were now
part of "it" - they were all drunk, violent, angry and full ofhope- but I was
very confused.
Inside the casino there were acres
of incandescent, nuclear fused-lights
riveted to the ceilings, walls and
columns; it was a reanimated throbbing
Sodom. I was leery of my surroundings,
to say the least, cautious and very
unsure as to where I should step next.
The carpet was a putrid pattern that if
stared at for too long, I'm sure would
have made me go sterile or at the very
least forced me to drink myself unconscious in the bathroom as I'd sing along
to the Manilow tunes that thumped
along on the Muzak station inside the
casino. Again I tell you it was a horrible
testament to mao's legacy on this planet.
I thought it impossible that this
was it, this was where.it all culminates all the 401 K dreams and benefit package wonderlands that everyone belches
about around the bars and tables of your
youth can't rise and fall inside the confines of this putrid kingdom of very real
debauch - good God it very well may be
the end ofman kind... then what...more
Manilow and cocktails?! 011 no!
My friends scurried off into the sea
of neon smoke and cellulite as I began
my exercise in patience. I must have bad
15 American dollars on me plus a pen, 2
or 3 napkins, a pack of gum, some really good French cig,arillos and the stamp
that that demon branded me with earlier... I was in good shape for the most
part. l began to walk deeper into this
creature's world, lighting up one of my
minis. I looked around and tried to walk
-- what 1 would see was odd; I cringed
for a moment for r too was here with all
of them. Was I that 1 thought to myself- am I that messed up too? Impossible I
thought so T kept moving trying not to
focus on me but instead trying to understand the " them" that was everywhere.
I saw middle-aged men and
women. college kids, senior citizens,
chain smokers, habitual gamblers, 12
steppers and, for a moment in time, we
were aU the overweight and under intelligent cogs of the great machine, pumping dollar after dollar into slot after sJot,
downing watered-down mixed drinks
and rearranging the belts and dentures
of"the best time of our lives" (but were
they?) to the tune of digital bells and
whistles whilst spandexed scheming
ballerinas clocked! the legions of jetlagged weekend salesmen in the hopes
that they would drop their token buckets
and their inhibitions so that she'd be
able to swoop in and scoop up the scraps
from a $500 jackpot and ride off into the
night straight to the lesion-covered arms
of her junky hubby lying in wait at some
sleazy motel in the skid-row section of
Canada's St. Catherine's district. It was
all possible here.
The place was set up in a circle
(clever) and the blackjack tables, slot
machines and roulette wheels were
there. Inescapable and immovable, there
was no change in climate, games or people. I was witness to several transactions
of hope and millions of cheap soul giveaways, the bell that gave birth to the
failed human condition was swallowing
never be stopped. We, just like the mil- the life that writhed under this roof and
lions before us, had been baptized with 1 realized that it was best kept here
that §tamp of foolish excess and ddjcu- ' cause. ifjt was unleashed on the geper-

black magic; maybe he was a Mason?
Anyway, they anointed the hands of
every patron wilh this hologram that
resembled a pyramid (I think it was the
symbol of the casino but I could be
wrong, it could have been a pictogram
of their God for all I know). Branded
Like semi-conscious drooling sheep,
everyone seemed so excited by this new
citizenship, members of a gilded class,
alone in supposed ecstasy and ironically
all with company, surrounded by socalled friends, attempti11g to become
closer with one another in a pursuit for
personal wealth and sin., The horror was
thick with pop music and bow ties. l
could see the songs of a thousand corrupted angels hovering over their heads,
commanding allegiance and conformity
to that symbol on the back of their
hands, the air in their lungs was ripe for
bondage.
It felt like a cyclone of sorts. My
eyes were blinded by the mirrored glass
and the lights got exponentially brighter
with each step. There was no turning
back. We got closer to the threshold and
my friends, mesmerized at the possibility of meeting dozens of cheap women
with expensive drinks and modestly ill
fitting cloths, were surely not going to
turn back now. It was what they were
born for I guess. My pockets were
beginning to rip a little and my teeth
started to hurt from feigning a smile ... I
missed the ghetto.
My friends couldn't see the sickness that I was cataloguing, witnessing
and enduring, storing away deep inside
my mind for future reference Labeled:
"What to do when the black hole of life
winks at you then stuffs you inside a
filthy sewer surrounded by walls of sick
neon for all of eternity." I was onto
something here. The mission felt eerily
familiar, like that nightmare we aU have
about waking up toothless and dumb in
one of the best, most unaffordable
restaurants on Long Island's "Miracle
Mile," hungry as all hell but unable to
eat what could possibly be the most
delectable meal you would ever have;
that is how the night was going, I was
unable to see the salvation in this temple.
Walking on water would not be
miracle enough to convince these people that a life better lived was possible;
the slots and the booze made it aU real
and enjoyable enough for them. Maybe
this was their best-lived life and I was a
damn fool for not licking my lips in
anticipation; maybe I was a terrible heathen for not giving thanks to the
Capitalist Gods of gluttony fur allotting
me this opportunity to be surrounded by
such an assortment of prostitutes,
addicts and perpetual losers but so is
life. They're everywhere, in every
neighborhood and the only difference is
that this place had more lights and waitresses.
God save me! We were in for the
slaughter I thought and it really felt Like
I was the last cow on the farm with an
I.Q. over 36 capable of comprehending
the situation we were all in ... there was
no way to stop it, the conveyor belt of
nihilism was dragging these pitiful souls
to the mouth of Cerberus and it could

D E
B a n

R

E

D

5

al population, good God the panic
would be worse than the United States
adopting and instituting Falun Gong as
the national religion. There would be
Godzilla like hysteria in the streets- slot
machines and prostitutes in the Dunkin'
Donuts and Taco Bell would become a
bail bonds company and that would be
that. You th1nk it's bad now.
Aside from the layout of the place,
which made it resemble any level of
Dante's Inferno, the architecture was
something amazing and immaculate.
Looking up to the faux maple and
engraved woodwork that was supposed
to resemble fine Italian craftsmanship
and the marble that was thrown about
like so many poker chips, you'd think
that you were in a Icing's palace, but then
again if you are in the den of evil you
don't want to be reminded of it. You
want to feel classy and important and
forget the cruel fact that you're smoking
3 packs of Misty IOO's a day and you're
85 pounds overweight with 5 kids from
3 different fathers, and they'e an sitting
in your mother's apartment, as we
speak, with dirty diapers and horribly
decayed teeth. If you were reminded of
the ftlth in which you lived, would you
be dumping your whole week's paycheck into a machine that didn't even
say thank you? No, of course you
wouldn't. You'd probably do a Plath and
run for tbe oven.
So, what now? I thought as I
walked in a slightly abstract manner,
feeling blue like Picasso's Man with
Guitar, aimless but with a definite sense
of beihg. Was this where the masses of
teachers, bus drivers, mailmen and
transvestites went to release the steam
of modern-day life? I guess but why? lt
all seemed so temporary and painful? I
imagined that there must have been
some other dope in this place just like
me lurking in the labyrinth trying, with
all that God gave him to figure out just
why we bave aJI met here in a completely unified attempt at isolation and
escapism. But we never met, not that
night anyway. So I kept walking, killing
time as I waited for my friends.
Anyhow, I figured out that the misery of Life and the dreams tbat most of
us will never live to fulfill become concussive reminders to the maybe, just
maybe, that God and his army of angels
might have forgotten about us, our plans
and our tiny futures; this may be too
tragic a concept for most to accept,
that's why places like casinos, bars,
mosques and churches are all still in
business. They make us forget that we're
really nothing more than globs of distraught and lonely cells that pulse with
the plasma of failed dreams - we are
minor players in a dimension of space
that seems so real but in time will
become the same as it was in the beginning, nothing. Or worse yet, this could
just be a terrible, terrible dream and we
are all simply flailing towards a fiery pit
of eternal indifference and damnation.
All I know is that I left that place very
disappointed and Ethiopian food hasn't
tasted the same since.
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College Besieged By Socialist/Communists??
By James L Nugent
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t was Thursday March 31,
2005 at around 12:35 that I
witnessed it for the first
time, a handful of students
from BCC and a staffer from
another campus, lobbyng outside the cafeteria of the
Roscoe Brown Student Center.
They were protesting against
military recruiters on campus.
These dissenters were repreof
the
sentatives
Internationalist
Club / Revolutionary
Reconstruction
Club.
Apparently they had been
protesting for over a month
now
Always at the same time
on the same days, they would
make their way to the Roscoe
Brown Student Center, on
Tuesdays, and Thurdays at
twelve and stand outside the
cafeteria and bombard the

bewildered students of BCC
with leaflets advocating their
nefarious cause, part of which
to
stop
"military
was
recruiters" from recruiting on
campus, or picketing with
signs.
It seems their plans had
been quite successful, because
there has not been a police or
military recruiter on campu.s
since the 23rd of March. at
which time a military service
member came on campus only
to find himself ambushed and
outnumbered. As he turned
and left silently in the most
regal and honorable of fashions, these left-wing extremists went back to the cafeteria
"Military
and
chanted,
recruiters off campus now!"
I asked a student what his
thoughts were on the matter.
Pete (33) said, "I think that,

I

like
any
other
event
they(recruiters), have the right
to recruit students on cruupus.
Ultimately, it's up to the inilividuals who should decide if
they want to join or not. l don't
see the big deal; they are not
twisting there anybody's arm.
They're just doing their job.
Bul,
they
(the
Internationalists) a~;e not
wrong either. They have the
right to protest but they really
have nothing to protest
because they (the military) are
not twisting anybody's arm to
join."
But revolutionary member Cutberto Juarez and fellow
comrades argued, "They
(recruiters) only targeted city
colleges of the poor working
class and minorities. Senators
are not so quick to send their
own sons into war."

It was at that point that 1
noticed that besides Cutberto,
who is a Mexican immigrant,
there were no minorities in that
club of theirs, or rather, I saw
no black students. Further
probing L asked them some
questions, and found more
startling revelations. None of
them were in the military
them.sel ves or even signed up
for
selective
service.
Afterwards they turned hostile
and refused to answer any
more of my questions, save
Cutberto, and left the scene,
even the staffer who claimed to
be a history professor at another college.
The
Revolutionary
Reconstruction Club plans to
continue to scare off career
recruiters by shadowing them
and then intimidating them
through manipulation of the

First Amendment.
Many questions remain
unanswered. Perhaps the students of BCC can answer
them. By depriving career
recruiters of the chance to
bestow honor, and career
development and advancement
on struggling, despairing, students, how have the internationalists helped society? Why
do they lack tolerance, if not
respect, for tile guardians that
protect the nation, the military?
Why
is
the
Revolutionary Club, a club
that openly believes in communist ideals, trying to weaken the strength of the United
States Armed forces?
For more information
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the

Revolutionary Reconstruction Club,
and other branches of II:; part}~ you
ca1t tlteck oultlteir website at www.
lnternationa/iswrg.

April is National Poetry Month, a program that the Academy ofAmerican Poets established in 1996 to rally Americans to a
greater appreciation ofcontempora1y poetry. Since its inception, the goal ofNational Poetry Month has been to increase the
visibility, presence, and accessibility ofpoetry in our culture.
As a tribute to the art ofpoetry and in recognition of Poetry Months
1Oth anniversary, 1 have selected a few thoughts from the renowned and
some poeuy from tlte ones to watch our for:

Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood.
T S. Eliot
Poetry is what gets lost in translation.
Robert Frost

Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has
found words.

Nay, let them only see us, whiJe
We wear the mask.
We smile, but, 0 great Christ, our cries
To thee from tortured souls arise.
We sing, but oh the clay is vile
Beneath our feet, and long the mile:
But let the world dream otherwise,
We wear the mask!
I, Too, Sing America
Langston Hughes

Robe1t Frost

'

I, too, sing America.

Poetry is an echo, asking a shadow to dance.
Carl Sandburg

I really don't think life is about the I-couJd-have-beens. Life is only
about the !-tried-to-do. I don't mind the failure but 1 can't imagine that
I'd forgive myself if I didn't try.

I am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,
ButT laugh,
And eat well,
And grow strong.

Nikki Giovanni

Mistakes are a fact of Jife. Jt is the response to the error that counts.
Nikld Giovanni

Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken winged bird that
cannot fly.

Langston Hughes
We Wear the Mask
Paul Laurence Dunbar

Tomorrow,
I'll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody'll dare
Say to me,
"Eat in the kitchen,''
Then.
Besides,
They'll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed-

We wear the mask that grins and lies,
It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes,-

I, too, am America.

This debt we pay to human guile;
With lorn and bleeding hearts we smile,
And mouth with myriad subtleties.

Selections submitted
By Geralde Parvi!'!ls

Why should the world be overwise,
In counting all our tears and sighs?
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Angie Cruz was born and raised in the Washington Heights section of New York City. She is a
graduate of SUNY Binghamton and received her
MFA from New York University •.. Cruz lives in
New York City where she cofounded WILL:
Women in Literature and Letters, a collective devoted to social change through artistic expression.

Sponsored by:

Psychology of Women Class
Association of Latino Faculty and Staff
Literary Arts Center
Center for Teaching Excellence

Title V, US Department of Education
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1st Place Winner
A Nigerian's Changing

View

of

BIa c k

America

By Shamema Abdullahi
hile growing up I thought
Nigeria was the best place to
live in the world. Even though
there are lols of struggles in Nigeria, life
over there was a lot easier. One could say
that 1 was naive, but when 1 was over there
1 thought life was simply perfect. People in
Nigeria live very closely; the neighborhood was very friendly and loving. I
thought life was about going to scb.ool,
making friends and hanging out. While I
was in Nigeria 1 knew very little about the
United States. The little I knew was what I
saw on television and in the movies. Worst
of all I didn't know a lot about the black
Americans, the little l knew was what I
beard from people, and the celebrities I
saw on television. All J beard about is bow
black Americans are very lazy, and a lot of
them were criminals and drug dealers, or
drug abusers. The only black American
history that was taught to us in school was
that they were Africans who were brought
to Europe hundreds of years ago during
slavery. However when 1 came to the
United States, l found a lot about black
Americans which made me respect them a
lot. Most of what I leaned about the black
American history was during the black history month. Things like the Million Man
March to Washington, Rosa Parks on the

W
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Mar\\.n '\...uthe.- 1<.in& tmd the ft"eedom

msrcll. MaJcolm X. and a lot more important black history. That was how I under-

stood that life in American is easier for us
recent African immigrants, because of the
struggle of these great leaders.
Certain events celebrated during
Black History Month such as the civil
rights struggle, segregation and the sacri-

fices made by African Americans, help
recent African immigrants to better adjust
to life in the United States.
The celebration of the civil rights
struggle during Black History Month helps
recent African immigrants to better adjust
to life in the United States. When we take
a look back at the past American history
there were a lot of inequalities in the
United States. In the past blacks were considered inferior to the white Americans.
The white American was given everything
very easy for them. Black people didn't
have the same educational opportunity as
the whites. Black people weren't given
things like fair trial. Things are very different now because of the black leaders who
struggled to put a stop to things like
inequalities. Right from the American
embassy in Nigeria, one could tell that
thing is different now in the United States
then they were before. I am very sure that
if I had tried to come to the United States
may sixty years back, l will not have been
allowed. Because the white people didn't
want the blacks that were here all ready
why wiU they let more into the country.
Even if we are allowed, we will not enjoy
the freedom we do have now. Most black
people didn't have jobs at tbat time
because they dido 't employ them or the
jobs they gel were very low income once.
The civil right struggJe fought for equal
employment opportunity, the right to affair
trail, equal opportunity to education, freedom of religion and the right to life style.
The celebration of segregation during
Black History Month helps the African
immigrants to better adjust to life in the
United States. Segregation is when black

people are separated from the white people
or at least that what I understood segregation to be. Whit people get the better
schools, hospital, black people have to give
up they seats on the bus for them. They had
very thing set up to benefit them. The
black lived in certain parts of the town
only. The white get the better parts. When
I fii"St came to this country, 1 thought the
living condition for me was the worst. Jn
Nigeria I was used to living in a big house
andl over here I had to live in an apartment.
But as learn more and more about black
history I released that black Americans
have been made to live in smaller places
since slavery. The only way the can escape
this condition is when they become educated and move out of the environment created for them. Before I can here I thought the
only way black people become successful
is through sbow business. But a lot of them
are successful because of the education
they have. Thank to our black leaders a lot
of was African immigrant have taking
advantage of this opportunity. If these
great people badn't struggled for us we
will not enjoying this great thing called
education. Most of us immigrants and a lot
of black American are now going to Africa
to educate people about the black people of
America.
The celebration of the sacrifices
made African American leaders during
Black History Month helps Africans immigrants to improve life both here and back
home in Africa. A lot of African American
lives have been lot since the beginning of
slavery. However, a lot more were lot during the civil right movement, great Jives
like those of Dr. Martin Luther King,

Malcolm X, just to mention a few. Many
sacrifices were made so this generation of
African Americans will live a much better
lives then those before us. Without the sacrifices made by these people, the African
immigrant will not be able to set up
lifestyle here that goes back and change
the lives of the people back home in
Africa. I sure in the being a lot of black
families couldn't even feed them. Now we
are and by the grace of God we are feeding
our families both here and home. A lot of
thing in Africa has charged, because we are
learning new things and taking it home to
make life better for people there. The black
and hip-hop culture also affect immigrants,
it is some we all can relate to. I didn't really know the effect of racial different until l
came to America. r thought all white skins
were white people. There are a lot of racial
barrier that our fore fathers faced, and they
were able to break all of tl1em for us to better our live.
Their struggles and sacrifices made
by black history as really help recent
African immigrant. These the ways I look
at it, the first Africans that came here were
brought against they will. They made a
very terrifying and horrible situation into a
great opportunity for their children. They
have open up doors for all of us to make
ourselves better once then they had. The
best we could do is to use this great sacrifice so we could nia.ke the United States
and even African a better place for the next
generation of black. This way the struggle
of the civil rights and segregation wiU not
go to waste. We have to make our children
proud of our history as our fore fathers
bave made us proud.
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_____________ By Haruna KanekO------------any different races live in the
North America, especialJy in
New York, which is known as
"the melting pot." However, J always wonder if they really understand one another
because they seem they do not care about
anyone, except themselves. I thought that
is because they hardly know other people.
As an Asian living in New York, l rarely
have a good opportunity to get to know
other races including other Asian people,
such as Chinese and Korean. February is
known as Black History Month which is, I
believe, a great opportunity to understand
otb.er races and unfamiliar cuJtures. To
enable all of us to better adjust and to
improve life in the United States, the f"lrst
thing we have to do is understand one
another. Black History Month provides
many opportunities to not only learn about
Black culture and history so that people
are able to understand Black people better,
but also open people's eyes to culture
itself, and let us realize how important to
gain knowledge of how different the cultures are and respect those.
One of the most popular events of
celebrating the Black History Month is the
art exhibition. The Annual National Black
Fine Art exhibition is the first major event
of Black History Month. Seeing and f~l
ing the products made by different races

M

are one of the best ways of get to know always edged with black. This untitled
those races and learn their cultures. You work by person who is not from my culture
are able to sense something you never felt amazed me a lot and gave lights to the fact
by just talking to people. How they are that people from different culture express
feeling deep in their mind appears in their things different way that I do.
Some
work, and you realize how they are both places such as South Carolina have a lot of
different and similar to other cultures, such concerts to celebrate Black History Month.
as structures, color and tools that people Just like the art exhibition, music tells us
use. The works might move you, or speak their cultural difference. They provide
to you, and they could be interesting for Gospel, Jazz, West African drum and
you. These arts are powerful enough to dance, and so on. Once people connect
trigger you into learning more about Black with an interesting culture, and start learncultures. For example, when I first saw an ing about it, they want to get along with
untitled picture by Beauford Delaney, I people of that culture. Therefore 1 believe
was surprised because of the composition that art exhibitions and music concerts are
of the work. This work is dynamic, and great ways of expressing Black culture,
well composed in different way from paint- and we learn many things from these
ings that I have seen in my country. events alone. Learning from the events
Compared to Basic Japanese painting lets us respect them more, and that respect
style, which is to pay attention to every- move us toward an improved life.
thing in detail. This Beauford Delaney's
Lectures are also significant events.
work does not have any meticulous parts. Some are about black history, and some are
Tt looks like the painter used one thick about African society, such as examines
brush to paint this work. The way it is relationships between people of color from
drawn conveys a strong message of Africa, America, and South America. In
expressing nature which is animal and order to intprove our life between races, it
trees. Also the color is interesting, too. is important for us to understand others.
Only bright color such as yellow, green, Knowing what they have accomplished
and gray are used. This is also unusual and their history is necessary to enable us
way for Japanese paintings to select the to better adjust and to improve life in the
color. Japanese paintings uses dark color United States. For example, at a school in
and the outline of objects in paintings are Harlem, one of the teachers grew up in an

all white neighborhood. The teacher never
realized what racism was in this country
until he heard Dr. Martin Luther King
speaking. The speech moved the teacher.
As the teacher learned more about racism,
the teacher's dream became to teach Black
children. The teacher tried to teach the students to love to study.?The teacher bas a
passion to make society better. I saw tbis
emotional story on NYl website. Without
the knowledge ofblack history, we can do
nothing to better adjust living in and
around Black culture because you cannot
respect a culture without knowing the culture first. We have to learn it, know it and
understand it, and then try to see things
differently.Ao important key to enable better Living in the United States is getting rid
of prejudice and stereotypes that come
from ignorance. Therefore we need to
learn about other races. Moreover, there is
a big invisible wall among races such as
language barriers and culture differences,
and these events that take place during
Black History Month are great opportunities to get rid of the walls. We shotild make
the most of these events offered to gain a
better understanding of one of the main
cultures in the United States today.
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2nd Place Winner
Black Legacy Influencing Immigrants
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - B y Genny Gaviria
he eveniS celebrating Black History
Month contribute in different ways to
improving life of immigrants in the
United States. One of the ways is tile racial
harmony promoted in those events in order to
meet new, unattached people of varying origins to establish lasting ties - either globally
or locally. New immigrants want to acllieve
ethnic diversity to eradicate the boundaries
of color discrimination. It is a new road to do
the world a better place for acceptance. Also.
the conservation of an identity promoted in
those events constitutes one of contributions
affecting positively immigrants. An individual's sense of identity is grounded in their
cultural identity. A person's understanding of
their own and others' cultural identity develops from birth and is shaped by the values
and attitudes prevalent at home and in the
surrounding community. Another reason not
less important is the social contribution of
these kinds of celebrations to help people to
understand the imponance of education to
resolve their social and migratory problems
and to resolve them. The Program in
Immigrant Education included demonstration projectS that designed and implemented
innovative secondary school programs for
immigrant students.
Black History Monili celebrations have
been contributing to many immigrants establishing a racial consonance and the understanding of its imponance to continue living
in this country. Understanding others makes
possible a better knowledge of oneself: any
form of identity is complex, for individuals
are defined in relation to oilier people.
Harmonious race relations will continue to

T

grow in importance for us as Americans
because we're becoming ever more diverse as
a nation, we need to take Utis into account as
we look inward at the demographic changes
we will experience and determine how we
can use our growing diversity to lead in a
country that is composed of immigrants.
Recent immigrants can look the picture of
black people from before to now and decide
also to make a difference in breaking through
the barriers of race and gender discrimination. Thus, racial harmony promoted through
celebrations of black heritage contributes to
maintain a good relationship between rocial
groups and it is fundamental to our immigration well-being. lf our communities live harmoniously together, the majority and minority communities will be able to prosper as
they have done. With different races working
peacefully with one another. there would be
economical stability and therefore, there
would be wealth for the country and for
everyone else.
Also, the black legacy and its recordation every year helps immigrants with no distinction of race to conserve their identities
and to fight for them. In their celebrations
black movements are promoting to keep our
own history cultures. traditions and heritage
alive. The observable aspects of culture such
as food, clothing, celebrations, religion and
language are only part of a person's cultural
heritage. The shared values, customs and histories characteristic of culture shape the way
a person thinkS, behaves and views the world.
A shared cultural heritage bonds tile members of the group together and creates a sense
of belonging through community acceptance.

Language is intrinsic to the ex_pression of
culture. As a means of communicating values, belief$ and customs, it has an important
social function and fosters feelings of group
identity and solidarity. It is the means by
which culture and its traditions and shared
values may be conveyed and preserved. The
subsistence of immigrants in United States
depends of ilieir effort to enter in their new
culture bm of course maintaining ilieir own
identities. Hispanic leaders are actively seeking to transform the United States into a
bilingual society. English is not enough.
Hispanic organizations play a central role in
inducing the U.S. Congress to authorize cultural maintenance programs in ~ilingual education. Dual-language programs, which go
one step beyond bilingual education, have
become popular. ln these programs, students
are taught in both English and Spanish on an
alternating basis with a view to making
English-speakers fluent in Spanish and
Spanish-speakers fluent in English, thus
making Spanish the equal of English and
transforming the United States into a two-or
three or four Languages country.
Finally, the good influence of Black
History Month on immigrants is reflected in
the impulse of more effective education in
order to improve immigrants' lives and of
course the lives of their families. ln general,
immlgrants offer positive views of their local
schools, teachers and educational institutions, and immigrant parents are active in
their child's school and involved in their
instruction. lmmigrants are optimistic about
the schools, and also have high expectations
of boili the schools and their own children.

They do not see themselves as particularly
disadvantaged or victimized as before when
black people could not use the same place to
receive schooling because of the color. Now,
black organizations are supporting campaigns to educate new immigrants in issues
that were not possible before. Now immigrants have clear positions on issues like language, teacher quality. funding and affirmative action. Like all black parents, immigrants want their children to do well in
school in order to adjust them to the system
and to obtain quality of live and a reasonable
education. A good educational system is
hugely significant in achieving that goal.
There are so many black programs that help
Latinos and immigrants to unite and fight for
social justice and to ach eve their goals in the
United States of America.
The events celebrating Black History
Month constitute a big help for those how are
coming to this country as an immigrants
because promote racial harmony, acceptation
of our identities witilout the risk of loss our
cultural heritage and also because promotes
more and better education for iliose who
wants to irtSert in the American society and to
improve their lives. The knowledge and dissemination of African history would, besides
building self-esteem among new immigrants,
help eliminate prejudice among oilier races.
It is very imponant to inculcate in the mind
of the youth and new people coming to Utis
country that we have feel appreciation for our
own blood and that we have also respect what
black people did in the past in order to oblain
those rights.

GREAT MINDS
THINK DIFFERENTLY.
Special Financing and $400 Rebate Available for College Grads.**

Ask your Scion dealer about the College Graduate Program $400 Rebate.••
Standard features fqr all include:

Ptoneer CO Stereo I MP3 capable and satellite radio ready I Anti-lock brakes I AIC I Power windows,
door locks, and outs1de mirrors I 5-year, 60,000-mile Powertrain warranty+
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By Damon Evans - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- -

uring the past academic year Bronx
C om m un ity
College's special events
committee has booked a
glittering array of the most
celebrated scholars, writers, and performing arts
groups ever.
Orlando
Patterson and, most recently, Lani Guinier, both from
Harvard University, the
widely prais'ed Chuck
Davis Dance Ensemble,
and a visit from activist, J.
L. King, author of the best
selling book On the Down
Lo are just a few of the
illustrious, and fascinating
guests that have graced our
campus.
However, I personally
confess that it was last
semester's
announced
appearance of Edward P.
Jones that excited me most.
If truth were known, I had
never heard of Mr. Jones
prior to the 15th of October
2003. That was the date
that the National Book
Foundation announced its
annual winners from a
nominated list of published
writers who are considered
amongst America's finest.
The fact that this was Mr.
Jones' second nomination his first was for a collection
of short stories entitled Lost
in the City - within a tenyear period was something
that made me pay attention!
Yet, despite the fact that
Mr. Jones remained on the
short list of nominees, what
guaranteed my immediate
reaction was the topic of a
Black man who was a slave
owner in the ante-bellum
South which was chosen
for his newly published
novel The Known World. I
never once doubted the
credibility of such a seenario. Nevertheless, this

D

was unconventional material under any circumstance,
and especially coming from
the pen of an AfricanAmerican writer.
Although my interest
bad been sparked, I took littie or no action to further
discover the works of this
rediscovered
author.
Instead, it was the ceremonial announcement at 3:00
PM on the 5th of April
2004 that would go into the
annals of literary history in
the naming of Edward P.
Jones as winner of the 2004
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction
for his unique novel, The
Known World, that tmally
pricked up my ears.
T herefore, with little or no
time for Mr. Jones to recover from the sudden onset of
certain
congratulatory
wishes for his recent
accomplishment,
on
September 28th came the
announcement of the 2004
MacArthur
Foun dation
Fellows, better known as
"the Genius Grants."
Again, Edward P.
Jones is proclaimed a major
victor, receiving a five-year
unrestricted fellowship that
has been awarded because
this esteemed institution
believes that his work
«shows exceptional merit
and promise of continued
creative work ... which will
foster lasting improvement
in the human condition." It
was this avalanche of
awards and accolades that
would not only draw the
attention of the world, but
no doubt would, I assume,
have a strong impact upon
the humble and reticent
world of Edward P. Jones
himself.
All of a sudden my
head was full of questions
that demanded answers

about this U.S. cities to writing a greater knowledge is to
newly resur- speech to trying to study and inquire about
faced man complete a
manu- their work. The lack of preof letters. I script. Your letter that tense that I found in his
began
to came with the card direct correspondence with
wonder, said something about me was just as evident in
"What kind an
interview.
My the warm, realistic, and
of man, and schedule continues to psychologically evolved
artist, would be busy, but we might characters, major and
have
the discuss
something. minor, that appear in both
courage to This letter of course his short stories and novel,
uncover a comes with my email Lost in the City and The
historical address. Again , my Known World, respectively.
fact
that apologies for my tardi- There's a basic sense of
some of the ness.
decency and humanity in
all his characters that could
reading pub- Sincerely,
only come from a creator
lie may find Edward P. Jones
who has loved each of his
offensive, or
denounce as untrue? What
I couldn't believe it! babies as unequivocally as
has Mr. Jones been doing Here 1 was getting a per- the most loving birth moththese past ten years? How sonal email from Pulitzer er.
promising was his earlier Prize-winner Edward P.
His language, also,
effort Lost in the City? Jones himself. Instantly, I harks back to a time when
How is this writer handling recalled the words that Dr. readers were inherently
aU this sudden success and Shenkman had spoken in cognizant and proud of the
her introduction of him melodious use and conacclaim?
Needless to say, I was before the assembled stu- struction of English as
ecstatic in discovering that dent body "Edward P. Jones interpreted by America's
Edward P. Jones would be remembers, and he keeps Black folks, whereby, givmaking an on campus visit his promise." Sure enough ing an authentic voice to
to BCC in the fall of 2004. Mr. Jones, before folding the most intimate desires,
I had no idea how I was my envelope and putting it and longings. There are
going to arrange an inter- in his forgotten pocket two those long rambling musiview during his stay. months prior, had assured ca I sentences, such as the
Beforehand, Dr. Harriet me that he would respond. one which surfaces in the
Shenkman from the Center What manner of man is opening narrative of the
for Teaching Excellence this? A triple-crown liter- short story ''The First Day."
had given me some hope by ary icon that answers his On an otherwise unremarksaving that, if time permit- own mail, keeps promises able September m orning,
ted, perhaps, I would be to return to schools he's long before I learned to be
able to speak with our hon- visited ten years before, ashamed of my mother, she
ored visitor for a few min- and is able to function with- takes my hand and we set
utes. Still, with the date at out
the
prerequisite off down New Jersey
hand and the school's entourage of the newly Avenue to begin my very
adn1Ullstrativestaffcareful- anointed? This behavior, first day of school.
ly guarding and protecting and demeanor, is the very Already, we know that
Mr. Jones, I lost all hope of antithesis of what we, the though Mr. Jones may have
any chance of a dialogue general public, have grown been inspired, and awakwith our very temporary to expect from those who ened to the power and beauand valued guest. Thus, it have been recently knight- ty of verbal imagery by othwas out of sheer despera- ed with notoriety and easy ers; he's a writer with a
tion, and the belief in the fame. Still, the more infor- confident and true voice of
possibility of all possibili- mation I gathered about Mr. his own.
ties, that I hurriedly slipped Jones from articles, old
Still, the invitation to
into Mr. Jones' hand a interviews, comments that call and arrange an intersealed envelope requesting others have made about his view looms before me with
a future phone interview, at work, and the brief contact joyous anticipation and
his convenience, of course. that 1 had had with him, glee. The day is scheduled
That was on the 2nd of have helped in eroding for Monday, the 7th of
December 2004. It wasn't from my consciousness all February. The time is set
until the 2nd of February the false expectations that, for 12:30 PM. And, with
2005, the day of my second even I, had placed upon my questions carefully and
journalism class with him. Gradually, 1 found thoughtfully arranged, I
Professor Andrew Rowan, myself slowly surrendering await the fmal hour as if I
that I received a personal to the process of accepting had just choreographed a
email in large bold type:
Mr. Jones j ust as nature flav.iless pas de deux that is
begging for some kind of
made him.
Dear Mr. Evans,
In my preparation to appreciative nod of recogMany apologies for interview Mr. Jones, I read nition. It's 12:30 sharp! I
not getting in touch. I as many of his published call
from
Professor
misplaced your card, works as I could fmd. In Rowan's phone in his
and then things got truth, if you really want to Colston Hall office. The
busy - from going know a person one of the
-Continued on page 20
abroad to traveling to b est means of gaining
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---------------By
thought to myself if I could
have one wish it would be to
see the world. I have seen the
blue skies and the distinctively
shaped white clouds, heard the
loud sound and rumble of the
wind and known the results of
war. So, why would seeing the
world be such a challenge?
Well, I know that to a lot of
us traveling amazing distances,
and understanding languages
(that I've never spoken) may create a great challenge. However,
no cballenge would be larger and
more enduring than the promise
of death.
I'd learned that my time here
would be limited. So, I thought to
myself should I count down the
days till I pass? Or should I count
the seconds, minutes and hours
that it takes me to reach another
continent and expand my ideas
and experiences in order to eventually work on building upon the
foundation of concepts that are
housed in my mind that will eventually shape who I am or aspire to
be.
I'd love to see Japanese art in

!

2005

The
N i co I e

person, I'd love to meet African
tribal leaders, and I'd love to learn
about the Spanish influence in
Latin America through the people
of the land. I'd Love to see the
places in India that Ghandi travelled through. Above all, I'd love
to learn things I'd never known
and experience the things I've had
yet, too.
If you think about it from the
day we were born until now, our
lives were filled with new experiences that have impacted us. The
purpose of these experiences is to
build character and tolerance
within us, to capture a certain
scenery in our minds that plays
out much like the photography in
a hardcover book.
As we look at the photos of
our past, within our future we
remind ourselves of how we felt,
at one point in time. We begin to
recall what we learned and its
influence on who we are.
Whether directly or indirectly
"experiences" are
rewards.
Rewards in that within each experience \ve are able to understand
more and more about who we are

W or I d

Nat a I

and therefore work on replacing
certain character flaws and perhaps their would be no other way
for us to recognize and truly
understand ourselves if it wasn't
through "experience,"
We were never meant to stay
alone in our own small world of
knowledge and thought. For all
the knowledge we think we can
acquire alone there lie millions
and millions of ideas waiting to
be shared with us through our
connection with another human
being. So, it makes sense that
before I close my eyes never to
awake again in this world filled
with experience and knowledge,
that I travel one last time in thirst
of exploration and findings. So,
now it makes sense that before I
leave this world never to return in
this body that I, for once, go in
search of all the things I always
heard of but never "experienced"
on my own.
Soyes now! Now it makes
sense that for all I learned
throughout my years and years of
living that I take with me one last
experience that will serve me

until my after-life and beyond.
So, yes, it makes sense to say that
for aU my schooling that nothing
has come close to the physical
experience of actually being at
the countries I've heard of, or listening to exotic sounds of music
that I have only dreamed of playing, and learning about a religion
so different from mine but perhaps just as memorable and moving. As I lay here with no other
place to go but beyond, I no
longer hold with me any barriers
I am almost like quicksand waiting to absorb new ideas and ways
of life that I once considered so
different from my own and so
beyond what I stood for. And yet
now I stand here so far from
home, so far from what I have
known all my life and yet NOW I
stand here. T stand here with my
heart ready to give out but my
mind still open and my ears ready
to listen to everything opposite
me that now will forever leave its
imprint in my heart and ultimately my mind!

11

When my class got into an

intense deb
and my professor continued the discussion
after class, I knew that transferring to
Dominican College was the right choice."

Transferring colleges can be an intimidating experience. But if you're looking for a school with the kind of
supportive yet challenging learning environment that will help you achieve your goals, then you'll feel right
at home at Dominican College.
• Flexible accelerated, day/evening
and weekend courses
• Constant individualized attention
• 30 Bachelor's and Master's degree programs

• Liberal transfer of credits
• Financial aid opportunities
• Corporate/hospital tuition deferment policy
• Small dass sizes

Open House
Transfer students are invited to come learn more about our programs, scholarships, financial aid opportunities
and campus activities.
Sunday, April 17th, 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Hennessy Center
470 Western Highway
Orangeburg, NY 10962

866~DC-INFO

admissions@dc.edu
www.dc.edu
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Continued from page 18

phone rings. Mr. Jones answers. The interview begins.
Damon Evans: First of all Mr. Jones, I want to thank
you for taking the time to speak with me. Now, if you
don 't mind I have a list of questions that 1'd like to ask,
and since I work in the Writing Center some of them will
be about writing.

Edward P. Jones: That's OK.
DE: As a tutor who works in the Writing Center I
know that there's this constant debate about what is of primary importance in the writing process. Some experts
say that the mechanics of writing such as grammar and
sentence structure should come first. Others stress that
writers should first have an idea. What is your particular
process in writing?
EPJ: Well, the process itself I've never thought
about. You first of all you have to have an idea, a story,
or otherwise you have nothing to say, nothing that will
interest your reader. My editor takes care of the rest
of that stuff.
DE: Oh, I am not sure that is what the teachers would
want to bear.
EPJ: Well, it's the truth. If you don't have a story
or an idea you have nothing to say. Also, I can't
emphasize enough the importance of reading. The
more people you read, the more you can see and
become aware of bow they did it!
DE: Tell me about your experience hearing Gloria
Gaynor sing "I Will Survive." I was tutoring a student
from one of the English classes who was assigned to write
a narrative essay about one of your stories from Lost ;n the
City. I asked him to read the words to the song, and afterwards it seemed to open a door for him.
EPJ: Actually, I heard her singing the song on a
television station one d~y, and it served as a motivating
factor in creating one of the major characters in the
book of short stories. I was in the other room and had
never really heard the words before. It kind of helped
me write the story.
DE: One of the teachers commented on the fact that
even though she loved the stories in Lost in the City she
was taken aback with what seemed like an unnecessary
amount of death and violence. How do you react to such
a statement?
EPJ: ReaJJy! I don' t feel like it's violence or death,
but that man/woman is constantly being asked to overcome conditions that, somehow, eventually strengthen
our inner beings and grace us with a sense of humanity that we didn't possess before we're met with certain
challenges. Again, that's why I found so much inspiration in the words that Ms. Gaynor was singing. She was
celebrating life and surviving.
DE: I was surprised that ten years had elapsed
between the publishing of your two books. Why did you
decide to stop writing during that time?
EPJ: You automatically assume that because I didn't publish during that time and that you weren't
aware of my work I bad stopped writing. 1 had a job
where I wrote every day. Also, I was writing The
Known World in my bead for a period of about ten
years.
DE: 1 was surprised that you would pick a subject
matter about Black people who owned slaves. I remember the controversy that occurred when Henry Louis
Gates spoke in one ofbis PBS specials about some of the
African tribes who sold captured Africans to some of the
white European slave traders. He was criticized and
called a liar as recently as last year when I heard him at
the Schomburg Center. Has any criticism been voiced at
you for revealing and shining a spotlight on this part of
our forgotten history?

-Continued on page 22
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Bronx Singer Holds Her Own in Nuevas Voces de
America Telemundo Talent Competition in Miami
ronx Community
College graduate
Carmen
Lydia
Rodriguez is competing in
the
final
stages of
Telemundo's Nuevas Voces
de America, (New Voices of
America) a reality show to
spotlight new and distinctive American Latin superstars. The reality show,
which will run into May, is
about showing the transformation of 20 contestants
from talented amateurs into
professional singers. The
goal is to develop and transform the talent before the
eyes of home TV audiences
over the course of the competition. (Telemundo visited
BCC's campus recently and
videotaped interviews of
students and faculty who
knew
Cannen
Lydia
Rodriguez before she graduated. The interview was
aired bio on Sunday, April
3rd.
So far, Carmen Lydia
Rodriguez, 26, the Bronx
singer
and
Bronx
Community College liberal
arts education honors graduate (2004), has survived
several weeks of TV singoff appearances. She hopes,
with a little luck, to go all
the way to the completion
of the competition in May.
What bas carried her
this far? Carmen says that it
has been the values she's
learned from her Mom and
the values she learned at
Bronx Community College.
She made many friends and

B

acted on the advice of her
favorite professors while at
college: Tom Cipullo and
Ben Yarmolinsky, Music;
Professor Hattie Jo Mullins,
English; Professor Howard
Balter,
Biology;
and
Professor Diana Flores,
Modern Languages.
"I loved BCC. There
are wonderful professors
there," says Carmen who
lives with her mother in the
Bronx. "Professors Cipullo
and Yarmolinsky and
Professor Hattie-Jo Mullins
took time to help me out.
They taught me well! They
were not only my professors
but they were my friends.
Most of all, they challenged
me and they got the best out
of me," states Carmen.
Her opportunity to go
to Florida began last
November
when
she
entered a competition at
Harlem's Apollo Theater on
125tb Street. In December,
she was notified that she
had been selected. In late
January she flew to Miami
and met newspaper and TV
reporters as a finalist with
19 other finalists who had
arrived at the Airport. After
answering questions, the
singers were then whisked
away in vans to a reception
with the Estefans at Gianni
Versace's mansion.
A singer since she was
three, Carmen has performed in Bronx churches,
PS 85, JHS 45, and Evander
Childs HS. She has also
sung at Bronx Nursing

Homes as well as BB Kings
in the 42nd Street and
Times Square area and Club
Groove m Greenwich
Village. She works with
young people, teaching and
often singing in a Christian
after school program in
Washington Heights called
Operation Exodus, says the
Bronx Community College
alumna.
"I believe I have the
discipline and the talent to
go all the way," says
Carmen, who describes her
voice as ranging from alto,
to soprano, to mezzo soprano. Her song selections run
the gamut from Romantic,
to R&B, to Ballads, to
Motown, and Christian
songs. Titles include ''Me
Importas Tu," "Let's Stay
Together" by AI Green, "I
Just Want to Hang around
You," by La India, a well
known Puerto Rican singer.
She also likes such Spanish
songs as "Sin Bandera," and
"Contigo" and "Entra En
Mi Vida; "A Long Walk by
Jill Scott; and Motown
songs, such as ·~ever Can
Say Goodbye" by the
Jackson 5; ''My Guy'' by
Mary Wells and Bobby
Womack; and Smokey
Robinson hit tunes, such as
"Tracks of My Tears," "My
Guy," "Get Ready." She
sings favorites popularized
by the Dramatics, such as "I
Can't Get Over You," "Door
To Your Heart" and
Christian songs, two of
which are "1 Believe," and

"I'm Not Afraid;" "The
Love Is In Need" by Fred
Hammond;
and
John
Legend's
"Ordinary
People."
Carmen and the other
contestants came to Miami
from Telemundo's multicity talent competitions
held last year in Miami,
New York, San Juan, Puerto
Rico, Los Angeles and San
Antonio. The contestants
then moved into a hotel
owned by the Estefans.
Every day the finalists
rehearse under the guidance
of a voice coach for the next
week's competition. Songs
are composed and selected
for the contestants. They are
assigned those songs on
Wednesday. After practicing
them, they record them on
Friday to relme their stage
presence and delivery.
Sunday night, for the on-air
competition, judges critique
contestants on their singing
delivery, s~ge image and
carriage.
Judges may suggest a
change m hair color or
improvement in their stage
carriage
or
walk.
Contestants also prepare
with the help of a choreog·
rapher, a makeup artist, a
hair stylist, and an exercise
coach. When the next weekly show airs, the audience
gets to see how much each
performer has improved
after a week of rehearsals.
Producer of the show,
Emilio Estefan, husband of
singer Gloria Estefan,

coaches the staff that oversees the progress of the
development of each contestant's singing, physical
conditioning, choreography
and stage performance.
Telemundo reaches its
U.S. and Puerto Rican audiences in some 142 markets,
that's 92 percent of the U.S.
Hispanic viewing market
through its 15 owned-andoperated stations, 36 broadcast affiliates and nearly
684 cable affiliates. (The
June 2003 Census Bureau
estimated there are 38.8
million Hispanics in the
U.S.A., 13 percent of the
nation ·s population.)
~uevas
Voces
de
America" airs every Sunday
evening 8 to 9 p.m. on New
York's Telemundo's stations,
WNJU-TV Channel 47 or
Cable Channel 16.
The next Sunday's
show is videotaped on
Tuesday
evenings
at
Bongo's Cuban Cafe on
Biscayne Boulevard m
Miami.
Cannen, who has visited the Estefans's bouse with
other contestants, tb.i.nks tbe
world of the Estefans "they are so warm and
friendly and willing to listen to our concerns and help
if they can." Carmen says
that she's not letting the
hoopla of being in such a
competition distract her
from the goal of winning
the competition.

I

"Fido's Ears: A U-Boat Hunting Acoustic Torpedo in World War II":
BCC's 7th Annual Ehrenpreis Memorial Lecture
athleen
Broome
Wi l liams
Professor of History at
Bronx
Community
College1 The City
University of New York
(CUNY), and a member
of the history doctoral
faculty at the CUNY
Graduate School and

K

Acoustic Torpedo
World War II"

Thursday, April 14,
2005 from 3-4 p.m. in
Gould
Memorial
Library Auditorium. A
reception will be held in
the Rotunda afterwards.
BCC ts located at
University Avenue and
West 181 st Street. The
public is invited to this
free event.

quency
Direction
Finding in the Battle of
the Atlantic (Naval
Institute Press, 1996),
Improbable Warriors:
Women Scientists and
the U.S. Navy in World
War II (Naval Institute

IS
currently
She
researching the combat
expenences of her
father, Major Roger
Broome, a World War ll
Marine who died as a
result of wounds sustained
during the

Press, 2001), which American landings on
won the John Lyman Saipan. She ts also
book pnze for U.S. doing research on Fido,

Dr. Williams earned
her
undergraduate
degree from Wellesley
College and holds an
M.A. from Columbia
University and a Ph.D.
in military history from
CUNY
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By Eleanor Brown
EPJ: Well, uh, not really. I mean I haven't been
criticized. Some guy called in on a live interview show
lthough domestic violence is a familiar topic, in light of Women's
I was doing for Radio Pacifica but that was because he
History Month, I am provicling some information on how we as women
was angry that I received a better review than he did
can look for any signs of domestic violence, where to go for help, and
from The Washington Post. But no, I haven't had any some of the things we should be looking for in a healthy relationship. I hope
difficulties. 1 didn't know that Gates ever had any
that by providing this information we as women can avoid being placed in lifeproblem.

A

or-death situations.

DE: What's the difference between writing short stoTwo recent news stories have caught my attention. Twenty-three-year-old
ries like the ones found in Lost in the City, and a long ramJose Tavarez, who shot and killed his pregnant 19-year-old girlfriend, Liliana
bling novel like The KhOwn World?
EPJ: Well, there is really no difference. I wrote Alverez, in the head in her own house relayed the message, "Call 911, I just
chapters in The Known World just like I did the short killed your daughter," to her mother after leaving her in her bedroom to die.
stories. I didn't, couldn't have written so far in The next disturbing case involved Raymond DiLornzo, who shot his wife,
advance. The book and characters just kind of unfold- Laurie, three times in the head with a hunting rifle. This happened at
ed that way.
Cumberland Farms in front of her 13-year-old son. Ironically, she was just
DE: I am a psychology major, and I was fascinated in
attempting to obtain an order of protection against her husband and was unable
how all of your characters unfold so naturally and logicalto do so. An order of protection might not have saved Mrs. DiLorenzo and
ly from a psychological point of view. How do you think
of them in the writing process? Do you know fully who being in the privacy of her own home did not save Miss Alverez.
So, what can save women from having their lives ended by someone so
they are before the work is finished?
EPJ: No, they kind of just happen. I write and close to them? Well, first, raise the standards of the rappers, the Bible, or that
they kind of unfold in the present as I am writing abusive partner and accept nothing less than equality in a relationship. Do not
about them.
stay for financial stability, the kids, or any other excuse that removes your well
DE: Did you do much historical research for The being from the equation. The following diagran1 provided by BCC's DAIP
Known World?
Director of Psychological Services, Paula Gilbert is an excellent example of
EPJ: I may have read a book or two. But, no I didwhat we should be looking for in a healthy relationship.
n't do much research. I had thought about it, but
If you are in an abusive relationship, you are not alone. Women must get
decided not to.

DE: Recently, I thought of you with the deaths of
Arthur Miller and Ossie Davis. With Arthur Miller I
remember reading an obituary in which he was quoted as
saying "I write because I have to write."
EPJ: Yea, that's right. I mean that's why I write.
Of course there are two types of writers involved here.
Those who write because they want to be rich and
famous, and those who write, uh, we do it because we
have to do it. I don't understand how you can even do
it if your heart isn't in it.

DE: So much has happened to you in the last couple
of years. There has been one award after another, after
another. Yet, you see seem to be unaffected by all of this
sudden attention. Is it that you don't care, or what?
EPJ: Well maybe, I mean to !begin with I write for
myself. I didn't set out to write a book that would win
a Pulitzer Prize, or to be on the best seller's list. Some
writers do that, but not me.

DE: How would you like to be remembered?
EPJ: Ub, I don't think that way. I guess just by
what I've done, yeah, my writing.
DE: Then, you're saying the journey is all about 'the

---=-~.r

work'?
EPJ: Yeah, that's it. It's all in the work, the writing.

DE: Thank you so much for your time.
I sit quietly, contemplate my most recent accomplishment, and marvel at my unmeasured growth and enrichment resulting from the undertaking of this assignment.
Than I begin, just like Mr. Jones, to give birth to an idea.
I commence with that recursive process called writing that
comes and goes in stages, or cycles if you will. The
thoughts come rushing forth asking for a sense of order
while, at the same time, I am wondering exactly what it is
I want to say, bow am I going to say it, and what affect will
this expression have upon my being? Finally, I take a deep
breath and as 1 sigh, 1 can feel evaporating in thin air those
erroneous images and concepts that I had previously held
of the successful writer, or the successful anything for that
matter. That mad pursuit and haste for instant gratification
and recognition that can infect so many of us is fading into
oblivion, giving way to an at-oneness with this creative
moment.

out as soon as any of the signs in the violent, unhealthy relationship diagram
also prepared by DAIP surface. Regardless of what culturally or socially may
be the norm, we cannot become oblivious or tolerant of such abnonnal behavior in a relationship.
Abusive
Women, hopefully this article has enlightened the ignorant and prompted
the tolerant to avoid and get out of abusive relationships. We should be thinking about this during March and every other month because domestic violence
is the leading cause of injury to women.
What bothers me the most is the fact that although it is less likely for
women to be victims of violent crimes overall, they are 5-8 times more likely
than men t6 be victimized by an intimate partner. Maggie Fr~ executive
director of Domestic Violence and Rape Crises Services of Saratoga County,
states, "Abuse is a way of thinking it's not an impulse thing. They manage not
to punch their boss or a cop." As women, we must keep this in mind in order
to avoid situations such as DiLorenzo and Alvarez encountered.
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about Tuition
By Maryam Abdui-Aieem

uition increase is a
dilemma facing college students in the
New York region. Our fouryear public institutions are
ranked thel5th most expensive schools to attend in the
nation, according to The
United States Department of
Education, and the third
most expensive in the country.
The large majority of
students that are being hurt
the most, in regards to tuition
increase, are the ones who
should be guaranteed an education, no matter their annual income. It is a well-known
fact that in order to attend
coUege today, you either
have to be in a low-economic range, so you can qualify
for ftnancial aid, or you have
to be "well-off." Being well
off, even if you are opposed
to newly revealed levels of
tuition increases, you would
still be able or " privileged"
to attend college; and would
not have to drop out hopelessly, like the 16,000 former
students that have done so,
from the tuition increase in
1997, from SUNY and
CUNY schools combined.
In 2003 the State
University of New York's
Board of Trustees wanted to
increase the SUNY tuition
by $1 ,400, which would have
been one of the largest in the
university's history. The
New York Times ran an article
on November 29, 2003 that
said the tuition increase proposal was later reduced.
These reductions occurred
once by Governor George
Pataki to $1 ,200 and, later,
by the New York State
Legislature to $950. Then,
later, CUNY's Board of
Trustees "kept the increase
at $800 a year, for full-time
resident students at senior
colleges and $300.00 at community colleges," according
to Education online update.
Still, this increase was a
major smack in the face.
The 41% increase that the
Board of Trustees wanted to
implement would have been
doubled that of 1995's $750
tuition increase. I sincerely
ask myself why someone
would even conceive such a
tboughtfor the future leaders
of tomorrow, the ones who
are to sustain and contribute
to the future generation's
betterment in society. Or
maybe thafs just me.
Governor Pataki has in
the past cut $17.3 million

T

from the SUNY budget and
$ 8.6 million from CUNY.
Am I the only one who is
offended or does this seem
logical to any of you? Mary
Lyon, the subject of one of
the sculptured busts housed
in
Bronx
Community
College's Hall of Fame, ereated a school from the
ground up and charged only
$60 a year. She fed, educated and helped the development of the young women
she oversaw with only a few
personal requirements from
each student. These were that
they bring their own Bible,
dictionary and two spoons.
Yes, those times and economic demographics were a
lot different, but her concept
of wanting affordable education for disadvantaged young
women should be a legacy
that aU school systems
should still be harboring,
with men included in this
case, of course.
Fees to attend SUNY
colleges once averaged about
$990 per student, one of
these fees being college textbooks. According to the
National
Association
College Stores, the wholesale price of college textbooks has gone up to 41%
since 1998; the average
annual increase was 5.9 percent for college texts, compared to an average annual
increase of 3.1 percent for
other books. It is estimated
that public colleges are
spending $3 more than private instiutions for college
textbooks: does this make
sense to any of you? That's a
slice of pizza and a soda!
Why should private instiutions be paying less than
public?
Not that I'm
"knocking" or looking down
on public educational systerns. I'm just saying ...
Some have done this
very act of "trying to play
urban students" in the past;
one of whom was former
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani,
when he called colleges during open admission policy,
"nothing but glorifted high
schools."
Nevertheless, in recent
years enrollment in CUNY
and SUNY colleges and universities have escalated to
record-breaking numbers. In
The New York Times on
September 12, 2003, under
the headline "Enrollment
reaches highest level since
1975," it was stated that the
totalnumberofundergradu-

ates rose 3% to 184,183 students, the highest level since
1994." "Among the community colleges, enrollment at
BCC jumped 10 percent,
Queensborough rose 8 percent, Borough of Manhattan
gained 4 percent and Hostos
was up 2 percent''
Despite these facts and
the fact that CUNY commuruty colleges have been dealt
a little better hand as regards
to tuition increases, you
wouldn't know this if you
spoke to students. Students,
who by a small margin don lt
fall under financial aid qualifications, are forced them to
pay for schooling out of their
own pockets. My heart goes
out to the ones who work one
or two jobs just to be able to
obtain a God-given right of
acquiring knowledge. On
Gotham Gazette.com, it was
cited _that New York City
Council member Charles
Barron "plans to mount a
drive to restore free tuition."
He added "if CUNY could
afford free tuition during the
Great Depression, it should
certainly be able to today.''
The CUNY system
began as a free institution in
1847 when the majority
attending was mostly white
males. In fact, the history of
bow it began charging tuition
for admittance in school is
quite interesting and worth
noting. The school system
back then had requirements
that you had to be "prepared" for co11ege and one of
the top students with high
grade point averages in order
to attend. If you bad all that
going for you then you were
in; you even got your textbooks for free, in most cases,
or paid very little. What
happened, you might ask?
I'll tell you what happened!
"Urban students" happened.
In the 1960's the African
American and Puerto-Rican
student coalitions at City
College began voicing their
opinion on wanting a college
that represented "them."
They wanted their people to
be able to attend college, too,
and experience the empowerment of knowledge. They
demanded that their minority
generation be treated fairly
and be allowed admittance in
college after completion of a
high school education, no
matter their GPA or extracurricular activities in high
school.
They began a
protest, which shut down
campuses. It brought atten-

tion to their cause. They
wanted Afro-American and
Latino studies in their college curriculum and better
accommodations to be part
of their college student experience. These students shut
down colleges for one week.
In fact, BCC was one of the
participants. This was a historic moment because on
July 9, 1960 the New York
City Board of Higher
Education created open
admissions. The New York
Times on June 3,1970 estimated that there would be
30,000 new freshmen entering the CUNY system in
September of that year.
However, many of the
experts acquainted with the
crisis of the 70's, in regards
to the Open Admissions
Policy in the chronology of
the attacks on the underfunding of CUNY, say that open
admission was adopted as an
unfunded mandate without
adequate
planning
or
resources. The same tuition
that was once basically free
and guaranteed to most is
now very expensive and in
the reach of only a few. Not
only are students constantly
stressed about the tuition
they are paying, but they also
have been "double blown"
with rumors of another
tuition hike in 2005-2006.
When looking for the answer
one can come across a lot of
conflicting accounts.
The summary of the
Governor's proposed 20042005 budget under higher
education stated, "The
Governor's budget will not
require any increase in
tuition for instate undergraduate students at SUNY or
CUNY school." It then went
on to state, "The budget
assumes that state undergraduate tuition rates at
SUNY and CUNY will
remain at their 2003-2004
level, while the state increases investment in our public
universities."
When I wrote a story for
the December issue of The
Communicator, it began
with the statement and question: "Tuition increase is on
the rise, or is it because this
topic of tuition increase
started out to be the main
focus to address. Some readings, mostly from the
Internet, said that there were
rumors and concerns of a
tuition increase in 2005 but
no written account would
state clear enough to docu-

ment if a tuition increase was
concrete."
The article mentioned
previous tuition increases,
and the fact that SUNY
schools are among the most
expensive to attend. There
was a concern for college
students because of worries
about state aid being cut, but
there is no concrete word of
an increase for 2005, only
speculations. So, everyone
concerned with tuition prices
is left in a frenzy, hanging on
to only "educated" assurnptions.
The truth is that nobody
really knows what is going to
happen to tuition in the coming years. We don't know if
it's going to be an overall
increase or annual increases.
We don't know if the Tap
program will be withheld
until students graduate or if
Tap will stay at its founded
principle with the reality of
[what it means] to urban students, as Mr. Barron put it,
and we might not know until
a few months before
September if and what the
tuition revenue increase will
be for 2005-2006.
CUNY
ChanceJJor
Matthew Goldstein testified
before the New York City
Council Higher Education
Committee and Finance
Committee on Friday, March
l8, 2005, saying, "I provided
testimony to state legislators
outlining the severe effect
that the governor's Executive
Budget would have on the
University, and my staff and
I continue to discuss these
critical issues with representatives of the legislature and
the governor's office ... We
are hopeful that the state will
adopt a budget that will not
be harmful to students and
allow CUNY to at least
maintain it's current funding
levels."
I asked Chancellor
Goldstein after the meeting
at City Hall if he could tell
BCC student concretely if
there is going to be a tuition
increase of $250. He
responded, "It's up to Albany
[to decide]. I will try to keep
the price as low as possible.
I'm working for you and on
it."
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This is going to hurt
like a power outage
during your abortion
hurt like a dinosaur
stuffed into a microchip
hurt like the 666
is now the American flag
hurt like the holocaust
was only a .independent film
slavery was a block buster...
made billions for motherf#*kas
hurt like America
is a giant gas chamber
but Niggaz don't burn well
believe me they've tried
this is going to hurt like
the wolf ain't coming in sheep's clothing
the wolf is coming as a chain store
selling Fubu on UPN,
with a bucket of popcorn chicken
with a cross and a crack pipe
doing an info-mercial
on how to spread aids in Africa
this is going to hurt
like pulling a bowling ball
backwards through your dick
hurt like a urinary tract infection
in your tear ducts
don't cry motherf#*ka
this is going to hurt
like a blow job
from your sister
and your mom's coaching
hurt like the scent of your ancestor blood
caked unto the psyche of white America
hurt like the memory locked up in broken bones
the steel grin of starvation
the blood covered face in the window of colonialism
this is going to hurt
like a f#*k-you note
to the third world
like a 14 year old girl
giving birth to her brother
this is going to hurt
like a tight pair ofNikes
two sizes too small
crafted from the skull
of a Chinese sweat shop worker
This is going to hurt like
the world bank, the IMF
the center for disease control
hurt like free bibles to enslaved peoples.
hurt like your third eye in a glass of white milk
like the metal in your Aunk
was mined by oppressed Africans
this is going to hurt like
there is more racism and Apartheid in your
engagement diamond
than in all of South Africa
This is going to hurt like Reagan...

was playing president
like george www dat motherf#*ka
is also playing president
hurt like the conection between
the Opium trade and the world trade Center
hurt like a CIA base in the basement
of a Mickey D's in Brooklyn
trying to crack down on drugs
trying to stop the spread of aids
trying to make sure that the negroes
are doing well
this is going to hurt like that is a lie.
This is going to hurt like genocide

.

.

m our mustc
hurt being double crossed
and framed by Hip Hop
hurt like Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Algeria
Panama, Palestine, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Liberia, Lebanon
hurt like being double crossed
and framed by the CIA
hurt like Osama Bin Laden
Jives in New Jersey
hurt like $200 billion
to build more war planes
hurt like a vegetarian at thanks giving dinner
and somebody forgot the dressing
hurt like the same bullet that kill
Medgar, Malcolm, Kennedy and King
was fire from the same vocal chord
hurt like 911
f#*k 911
this is going to hurt like
1492
1555
1619
1776
like 1865
this is going to hurt like
3/5
hurt like Japanese concentration camps
on American soil
hurt like the Thskegee experiments
like small pox
like reservations
like the word Indian,
hurt like a nigga late for his own lynching
hurt simply because that's how karma works
America.
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God Bless the Internet
By Isaac Polanco

is a result of the incessant, arduous hunt for ground-breaking
ways of sharing information
sources.
Most people will acknowledge that life is a much easier
since with the creation of the
Web than without il. And the
magnificence of it is that the
web is continually growing,
changing, evolving to make our
lives better. Constantly new
applications are developed and
innovative technology facilitates and enhances its perfonnance. Now the web runs faster
and better than ever. Webactive
mentions, "Businesses depend
on it, communication networks

ow did we ever do it
without the World Wide
Web? I don't understand. It seems as if it is indispellSable. I call the Internet the
vast and infinite universe. It
never ends. lt's our window to
the world that connects us to the
boundless number of the cosmos. This phenomenon that was
introduced to us at the end of
the century was the event that
bro:ught us to the new millennium. The new age of technology,
the era of infonnation.
By now, most of us have
been using the Internet for at
least seven to eleven years, and
we certainly understand its sig-

grow tired of looking at my
face?
I must mention that even in
this era of information (and
despite Oprah} it's hard to
believe that our nation has
reached the lowest point in
reading standards. People simply do not read today. I think
this is where the term browsing
comes into effect. People
browse through things, often
because of lack of time or lack
of interest in what's being read.
It seems as if knowledge now
comes in bits and pieces and,
instead of reading a whole book
to get the answer to our queries,
we now search for that para-

nificant impact in our lives.

graph that summarizes the space is trying to come up with an immense collection of data are built on it, and thousands of

Future generations will never
fully appreciate the limitless
practicality the net offers. Just
as I took for granted the remote
control while my siblings raved
and reminded me about the
importance and commodity of
not having to stand up and turn
the annoying clicking knot to
change the channels, future
generations will take Google for
granted. The average person
spe:nds at least 40% of their
time in front of a computer. If
you are like me you probably
feel like there's never a time
where 1 am not behind one or
where rhere isn't a computer
within my reach. Does she ever

answer.
Still, the web has given us
so much: music, pictures,
mates, friends, news, prices,
videos, and, yes, overall information at our fingertips. The
web doesn't discriminate. It's a
virtual library for everyone to
enjoy. For students it is a blessing. lt has given us the tools to
get answers when we need
them, and Jet's not deny it, for
many students it has also been
the source of plagiarism. For
others, it bas also served as a
muse for ideas to start lheir
writing. Undoubtedly, ten years
later. we can look back and see
how much the era of informa-

H

tion has moved forward and has
helped the lives of individual in
the new millennium.
The Web has its own history to tell. I can still remember
its early exposure, when we
were struggling to fmd an effi-

cient search engine1 the same
era where everything was free
and we did not have to fight
spam, viruses and pop ups.
Then came the era of Napster
when we downloaded billions
of free music ftles. Almost at
the same time we found ourselves in the .com revolution
where every company was
advertising to get our money.
Present-day evolving cyberfresh addresses to be able to
expand the amount of sites
rather than continue in the
restricted system it has been
working on. Web builders will
enlarge the Internet by adding
new addresses according to the
field of the site. For example,
soon we will see endings like
.med for medical sites as well as
others according to the focus of
the site. The usual .com, .edu,
.net, .org endings are going to
be become just a few in the list
of web addresses. This new
array of pages will expand
boundless cyberspace to its full
capacity.
Most of us do not know

much about the origins of the
World Wide Web. At the beginning 1 had some problems
understanding the Internet for
its lack of actual location. So I
used to ask, where is the
Internet? Where is cyberspace?
From where are we retrieving
all this information? I would get
esoteric answers. This is not a
stupid question. The typical web
user will most likely find it
practically tough to describe
accurately what the web is and
how it works. In an article that
appeared in Webactive magazine, a publication dedicated to
net life, I found the answer in
the simplest terms. "The web is
files a.Q.d resources, coded in its
own language (HTML) and
transferred using Hypertext
Transfer Protocol (the 'http'
that's mentioned at the start of
most web addresses). When you
click on a link, your client (or
browser) accesses the web server (host computer) where that
page is stored, but to reach you
the data has to ride tbe complex
series of gateways, nodes and
addresses that make up the
Internet. The Web is an Internetbased computer network that
allows users on one computer to
access information stored on
another through the world-wide
network." The World-Wide Web

terabytes of vital infonnation

are shared over it every day."
Every question is a dumb question if you not "googled" first!
There have been many creations
before but nothing has had the
same instantaneous universal
impact as the Internet. I always
wanted to write a sort of an ode
in !tratitude to a place that has
given me so much in life. The
problem was I never knew
where to send to for the
Internet. It's not one location; it
is more vastly produced by all
of us. J'm glad I finally get a
chance to write this and take my
hal off!

IS THERE SOMETHING
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IO SAY?

Then,
English 19: Introduction to Journalism
is the course for you.
News stories,
feature stories,
editorials,
sports articles,
entertainment reviews:
Tell BCC what's on your mind.
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You will automatically become part of
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and you will get to see your writing in print.
When you leave BCC,
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